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* Firms hr pleaſe God(1 ſay bur in ſome 
to? Tone des WEE aenorton o hoſe ſe 
rimes, in mm this ortr dull age & dead [e eaſon: ney 
ther ſhould this preſent perſecutio ſeem: ſo ter- 
rible, as now 1 feare it ſeemgth,to many: ne 


ther ſhould; i be needfull at all to wſe ſo ES 
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more bn f 
as for for temporal goods they were.” 


KiOUT : | 

then fo lk eſtcemed as that many pres ented. | 
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| frurnwes aregrawen longer in the eauening; 
|. Thelghtif trar knowledge being diminiſhed 
charity Waximyg colde, & miquity encreaſtig, 
| the ſhadowes of trarſutory thi; gs ar become ſo 
$reate , that ndw amol-\ hill appeareth more. 
then a monntayne aid m Fmmes paſt, the bofſe 

| dof abtle moneys now atcompred greater, the 

| here-tofore of awhole world of wealth , yea . 


|  moreat this day prrhapps ar diſmayed at the | 
|. pinching of their purſe, then would un former, | 
| ag* haueben appalled at the trary;g of thew 3X 
Rel & pay in ſunder of all thetr bones .' 15 
1 meane not in this ſpeath to w:clude miny of Heb:,6 BW 
You moſt conſtant and approued Corf:fſors of © "WH 
whom I confidently truſt better things and' / 
nearer to ſaluation: who hare well d'{'ru d " 
that honorable teſtimony which Sat Pale” 1 
| giueth ro the U-brues h-uing ſuſteyned al- Heb: 10 
| ready agreatf'pht of d:ſſ.ons: oh the ovepart— . 
| by reproches and tribul 1107's made a ſpectas-." T2 
| Cle: andon'thorher part made compiunons of 5 
' them that evnerfed i flich fort. Ton haus ta- © A 
\t ken commaſſion or: th'm that were in bondes: if 
\} rhe ſpoyl of your owre'goods\ you” hue taken | |>-- 
with wy, knowing tht you fois better and 
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& | | © Howloug this perſecutio alt Continue, & to 
.: what extremitie it muey $708 hereafter, rt 
| C- kyoweth: * Ard 3 i 4 an the 
| J ] yet in re ſpect of Of OHY | 14 [Seth aue cauſe h 
MJ to feare the worſt. T herfore pion 85 NECE= 
1 |  farie for You: that doing the wilkef. god, you 
| | may 1 YECere th e promiſe for yet A lt le & 4 Ve 
q re litle while; he that is to come, wall come, 
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bY & will Lot flacke. Line You int he meane whe 


by the aſſured fayth & hope of Chriſt his co- 
ming, and withdraw not your ſclues from the. 


| |] t \ Carhobike Church, being redy to reſſt vique 


F 'Heb: 12 ad ſaguinem. Even to the parient ſhedding 
of your blood, if the glory of Chriſt his name 
ſhall fo require. But ] 7 heake of the baſe min- 
ded multitude who hardlye be perſwaded in 
 bope of f licuie in the life to come to line here 
with patiznce in penury or willingly to endure 
, a payufull death; who ar ether with holde by 
feare of penall lawes agaynſt their coſcieces,fi '9 
the harbour of ſaluation: or if they be yet in 
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EE the Church, they (tag ger and ar ready to fall 
E- |  atthe zerror & blaſt of enery new ſtatute that. 
1 © commeth forth, bebauing them: ſelues tn the | 
mane tine fo coldly in their profe i oa, that 
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| Ward afte to be Catholickes. For theſe eſpea- 
cially I haue taken m hand this labour of ex- 
bortatton, although I truſt it ſhal-be accepta 
ble toyou alſo,who by lithelibod hane leſſe need 
ro be comforted: for even thoſe that fight or 


the wul- 


runne beft are encouraged not _— their ad Mare | 
y | 


mraiſters and gouernours, but alſo 


Tertus 


fITES & 


gar multitude that ſtandeth a farr of: & that . 


which to others is aneceſſary perſwaſion , to 
| yours apreat and excellent commendation? 
for fo much as you do that of your ſelues with 
out externall admonition, wher vntoothers 
baue neede to be often and vehementlye ex 


burted. And if I profite not otherwiſe by this 


endevour , yet I hope 1 ſhall reape profite by 


Calling to remembraunce that which maye 
bring comfort to my ſeife, wherof I confeſſe 1 


ftand in neede, in reſpe# of the ſorowe which 


I fiffer for your aff ction my deare beloned 
certrymen, and for the lametable ſtate of our 
natiue Land, being abſent in body,yet alway- 
es preſent with you in minde ard ſpit ;8 TA 
weſe doe 1 none prayers of good folke which 
Tbeſech all Catholihes that =p read this (:18 
ple treatiſe of their charita 
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PRE Py 


A Conſolatory 


| A Ndnow:to come to my intended 


. 4 Xmatter. The weyght ofthis preſet 


perſecution ſeemeth chiefly to confaſt 
in two penall ſtatutes: thone enforcing 


you to make ſhew by outward (ignes of 


yelding to a contrary religio: the other 


;.a debarring you from practiſe of your 


A og 


owne: the one propoſing vnto you de- 


triment of temporall goods: the other 


thretning bodily deth:Imeie thone in 


© flicring penalty , of .xx. pownd by the 


month to be exacted of all thoſe thatfe 
fuſe to be preſent at the ſchiſmaricall 


4 


- prayers now 'calledin England by the 
name of diuinefſeruice, the other for- 
bidding ou to receyue catholicke Pri- 


eſts, and conſequently excluding you 
from the benefite of god his ſeruice & 
Sacramets, vnder no leſſe payne the for 


the ſame to ſuffer death as 1n caſe of fe-. 


lony. Agaynſt the terror of both theſe 


 lawes, I intend to geue ſuch comfort, 

-- asitſhall pleaſe god by my poore pen 
* toaforde. And firſt will aflayto geue 
acordiall agaynſt the thirten monthes 
 mul&, as that which may extend it ſelfe 
more generally, andis more like'to be' 


put 
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putinexecution , then that otherlawe 


which draweth blood at the firſtencon 


ter:the world being more carneltly {er 
1n theſe dayesto thirſt atter money, the 
todefire the ſhedding of mens blood. 
And like as peſecution begunneth com- 


monlye with leſler penalties betore it * 


proceed to greater: {o thallit not bea 
miſſe to keepe the ſame orcer in apply- 
ing remedye to theſe afflictions : The 
Joue of worldly goods being not ſo na- 
turall as the care of keeping of a mans 
life, &therfore ordinarily the loſe more 

eaſlly digeſted. Although many will izy 
that they would rather dye, Deedely: 
then livea long time in miſerie: The re- 
ſon ofthis their judgement may be ge- 
ven for that they haue already {ome fce 
ling of want in this life, but of deathe 
they. haue nor yer taſted, neyrther dee 
they feele it ſo much, being in their. ovi 
nion farther from them : but if death 
were 1iminet, I thinke ther are very few 
that would not ſe their lives if they 


_ could although with very hard -cordi-- 


tions for their maner of lining: ſo that: 
comonly thatis tound true, although; 
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itwerevttered by the father '& Author 
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to 


A Conſolatory 


of lyes: pellem pro pelle, et cunttaque habet 
homo dabit pro animaſua: Skyne for{kyne 
and all that aman hath he will geue for 


his ſoule, that is to ſay for the redemp- 


rion of his naturall lyfe. Yetneuerthe-. 
lefle ther is good hope that if we maye 
perſwade men to'endure patiently the 
with-drawing of goods & liuings, they 
will more boldly aduenture if it thal-be 
needfall, rhe lofle of liues: the depar- 
rs from theſe tempors} poſleſſions, 
being one eſpectall payne, that me ha- 
ving ſubſtance doe find atthe rime of 
their death being al's a greate cauſe 
why they feare to dye, and therfore ma 
ny times a great impedimer to the hap= 


 pyatchiuing of glorious martirdom. 


A Cordingrtorhis order therfore let 
{ vsf:ritconftler this penalty of twe 
ty pownd by the month,for whar cauſe 


 #r151rpdevpoyyou, what incouenien- 


ces it briageth, and what recompence 


you mave expect 1n time to come for 


this vrzent detriment. So thatwaying 
the goodnes of YOur cauſe,and 10yning 
YR, __  therto 


- Letter." '1 
Ttherto hope of fut rereward, you may 
rather reioyce in the gayne that 15 to 
come, then {orow for the preſent lofle, 
or feare the difirefl: or incor oditve 
that may enſue. And ftirli to: hrgthe 
c2uſe wherfore your purſes bethus pu- 


| - niſhed. You ſuffer becaute you ar Cath- 


olickes, oras the werld terr-eth you re 


cuſants; Lervs ſeertherfcre wh. tyoure. 


| « fuſe tadoe, and vpon what ground: & 


although you have the ſame declared 
moreat large in{tndrylearned treaty- 
ſes,it ſhallnot be 2miſle verh:ps to call 


ſome few poynts amongltthe reſtto re | 
membraunce. 5 
\.7 Ou reftiſe to doe dire; agaynſt r 
your conſcience, to deſcend quick Den; a- 
vnto hell, 2nd to be ſwallowed vp aliue £<77/t con 
| by VOUr enemies , for Saint Augrſtine /ezerics. 
ſaycth, when thou knowelt it to bee- # Pſcl 
vill which thou-doceſt, and yer doelt 54 
theſame,thon goeſt downe quicke vn- 
_tohell. Andina nother place, thoſe are # Pal: 
they ſaveth he that re ſwallowed vpo- 223 
lyue, who know a thing to be erill ,and 
doe geve conſent with their tongues. 
And great reaſon haue you to ſhun this 
<1 5 manit- | 


a 


T2 T3 A Conſolatory 


manifeſt and wilfult perdition of yout 
owne {oules/, knowinge that as Saint 

Paulz ſayeth, hethard iſcerneth, char is 
rofaye, he chat iadgeth a thing to be 


* euill alt] hough it were otherwiſe indifs 


ferent, ithe doe it,is damned: becauſe, 
not offayth, but becauſe he doeth not 
according to his conſcience and knows 
led. for all that is nor of fayth,all that 
15 doze agynſt 2 man his conſcience,is 
hnne alb«t the thinge were of it elfe 
Izyf:!!l; much rather if it be vtterly vn- 


 lawf2},25 che goingtochurch with he- 


eritesr: holds in every diſcreete mans 


* #197 EDU and 1nd9gement: And Saint. 


ſx112< fayerh, to one knowinge to doe 
go01,& not doingit: ro kim it is ſinne, 


mich r 2therif a man know athingeto 


be enill & do ir.his ofFence muſt needs/ 
2 grezt. Blefſ24ar you therfore inre- 


Ev: m7 to condeinne your felues by do- 
117 COM mrary to ch: t which you belt a- 


los. 


op f yon WI eto diſhonor ad by 


ſhing 13% enmmies campe with yourvrl-) 


ble pretence: V Where AS1t is written ins 
-\'*] - - the: 


fieving From his banner and f Fmt" 
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| | the Gd: T hat m the multitude of his Proner 
| ople is the ke''gs dignuy, & #n rhe ſqraie nu Des: 
of his folke the ignommy of a Prince. And 
| ther-fore of ſuch as ſhrinke awave in 
time of aduerſity our Sauiourtomplay Pſal: 33 
| nethin one of the pſalmes 1n behalte of 
| bim-(elfe and of his ſpouſe the Catho- 
hke Church in-lamentablc manner fxy- 
mee: Aboue all myne enimies F have  - * 
byn madea reproch tomy neighbours = 
| andateare to miNC acquaint2NCe exce- 
| dingly: they thatdid ſee me have fied 
forth from me , ypon which place Saint 
| Auguſtine (ayth, tharthe departure of.” PCil- 
thoſe that had ſeene& known the Chu- 31 7 
 rch1is more greevous & 2ltogether in- 
tollerable , the the obſtinate reliftinge 
of thoſe that haue byn nouſeled & bro- 
| ughtypin error from their infancy. 
And therfore it followeth after a few 
words in the 2foreſayde pſalme, I haue 
heard the diſprayſe of manye dwelhng. 
Tound abont me. As vndoibrediy . vt 
you ſhould forſ-ke god, for feare of 75. 
| porall lofſe, you ſhould-vene occaſion 
tomany toblaHhem g9d 25 if howere 


notable todeliuer Yau, or a; it fouhzid 
no 
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14 _ AConſolatory 
notruſtin his power and goodnesſays | 

_ 1ng. Non eft ſalus tis m do corn: They. | 
Plal : 3. haueno uation their god,they haue | 
' no hope or aſlirance 1n their religion | 

' which they naue hyther: toprotefled, : | 

- You thall alſo gene them occaſion ts | 

|? _ thinke very euill of the Catholike relis. 
Wl | gion by ſeeming to 'makeleſſeaccompt |. 
: 3% Jn ot the defence & profeſtio of the ſame, 
* 1 then of a litle money, yea then of all 
F. —  *yourworldlyve goods and polleſſions.: 
3 Pal: 12. They that trouble you ſhall reioyſe yf 
[ you be moned, butdoe you hope (till 
41nour Lord his mercy. Les 

3 Ouretuſe likewiſe not only togene 

w 'L this cauſe of reioyling to your ad- 

Scanaal. yerſaries, bur il to make a ſhew of e-/ 
mll,charby doing that which is euill of 

It ſelfero induce many weakelings de- 
peading on your exampyle,as your chil= 
dren, vour {eruaunts, friends, neyghs-- 
bours, & others, partly hauing iudge-: 
ment and knowledge to follow you to 

. caurch ag1ynſt their conſciences, and 
partly being ignorat,to 2llow the (chile. 

- maticall ſeriice now vſed, and finally 
to like of hereſy wherby (ſo much 2s li-- 
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{ ethinyou) you ſhould be homicides 

| and deſtroyers of their ſoulcs: for as 

| Saint Paule ſayerh,If a man (ec him that ! Cor 2 
| hath knowledge, ſitt atatable in the - © 
Idols temple: thall not his conſcience 

being weake be edified/ to eate things 

| facrificed to Idols? vpon which place 

| of Saint Paule, the famous doctor faint 

|. Auguſtine inferreth, that we ar forbid- _ 
_dcnto vſe or to doe that wher-by we Aug * 

| mayebethoughtto doe any thinge in #p/t- 1542 
- the honour of ftratige gods, receiuing 4d Prblse 
| Itin ſuch ſort, thar although in harte colam. 

| wedeſpiſe ſuch things yet we cdihe or 

| znduce thoſe that know not our harts 

| in decd to honour the ſame. In Ike ma- 
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ner to compare. the caſe of: goinge to 
church in theſe our dayes vnto meares 
oftered to Idols.If men hall fee you in 
churches in time of ſacriligious ſeruice 
ſhould not their conſciences be edified 
eyther to thinke yt the ſ{eruice of God, 

| orattheleſt with out feare to frequer 
| theſame: and ſointradt of time to like 

_ and allow of hereſy, and ſo finning a- 
gaynſ{tyour brethren & ſtryking their. 
weake conſciences: you ſhall finne a+ . 
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2 Mack: : was that notable Eleazaurus who cho-. 


xv hall I nor eſc: 
. mighty, neyther alive nor dead. And 
' houlile not-men haue greate cauſe:to. 
..thinke that you were:paſled tothe lyfe 
. &conuerſation of hererikes {ceing you 
to.ditter nothing from them in princi- 


Giffcrece , nen.conteding among them. 


A  Confolatory. 


F ai Chriſt. Therfore ſayeth the Aye 
ef meateſcandalize my brother: T 
'willneuer cate fleth.Ofthe ſame mynd. 


ſs rather co dye, theri'to make fomuch 


. asathew- of eatitig 'imeatcs forbidden 


by.the lawe: ſaying thathe would firſt 
beſentvnto bells or ſayeth-heitis not) 


ſeemly for our age:to fayne: that many. 
- young men thinking: Eleazaurusnow.: 
-ot ninty: yeares: age ta hauc paſſed'to! 
the lyte of the gentills; may alſo them: 
ni... ſelnesthorough:my. difſinulation, and: 


for 3litle time ofthis corruptible. lyte 
be detevued, & therby I.may procure 
a blemith & muledi&tion to myne olde. 


_ age-foralthoughi bedeliueredar: us: 


preſct time: from the; tormets of men, 
c the hand of the: = 


pall (ignes & tokens of religion.{hould 
you nor cauſe many.to ſave: ther1s no' 


=, 
* 
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| felues haue made theſe controverſies, || 
| ſhould cauſe many to thinke all religio pa/tor:05 FS 


- might be offeded, ſcandalized,or wea- Rom. 14 


| ligion, to denye that fayth, which you 


ſincere, vniuerſall, & auncient as that 


vr ru mercy towards the poore, 
.© 


dealing of all ſortes of men towards 


Lerter . ry 


podisto be honoured cuery wher: yf 
the very filence of a man in matter of | \ 
fayth by Saint Auguſtins Indgement Aug. De (Re 


indifferent? And therfore thryſe well cap- 7» I 
aduiſed ar you in refuſing to doe ſuch |} 
an actc wherby your catholike brethre þ 


kened. | 
Oreouer you refuſe, by confor- 4 | © 
ming your ſelues ( as men terme Derral! of 
it ) to the proceedings of a nother re- thej4yth. {Y 


vndoubtedly knowe to be moſt true, 


wherin you haue byn borne and bap. 
tiſed, wherin al your worthy auncetors 
haue lined and dyed, which alwayes & 
onlye hath floryſhed in this Realme of 
Englande till within theſc late yeares : 
yeelding mm euerye age moſt plentiful 
fruite of deuotion towards God, of 0+ 
bedience towardcs Princes and other 


charity,of trueth,fidelity,and plzine 
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their neighbours. And that you ſhold 


ſodenve your faith by goingto church 
with the proteſtantes , yet is 1t molte 
playn by the nature of the thing it {clfe 
32.48 an ace properlye belonging to 
Keligion, by the intente of the lawe, 
being made to no other ende bur to 


refuſal and ſuffering for the ſame cauſe 
heretofore, by the 1ndgment of the ad- 
uerſaries holding theni-ſelues ſatiſhed 


if __ relent but in this one poynte of 
of externall behauior , and finally by 
the confeſſion of all men of any meane 


vnderſtanding,if they wil vtter plainly 


what they thinke. & if it were thought 


heretofore in timesof perſecutio that 


the onlye wearing of a garland in cer © 


tayne feaſtes of Idoles were to be hol- 
den asa ſigne thata man had denyed 
his fayth : In ſo muche that Tertulian 


| corona mt his peace whiles others doe ſacrifice to 


- 
| bits; 
*> 
F "® . 
> 


falſe goildes, yer by wearing that gar- 
lande vppon his head he maketh aun. 
fwere in fauour of Idolatrye : wheres 

| De" Os 


'B SS Ta TE dts GER _ 4 4 " 
DB AAS, at a, PLES) RG Sts OO OY ORE OY JET, ON TANOITY 


exacte of you ſome ligne of yeelding in 
matters of opera , by your longe_. 


ſaythe, although a Chriſtian man hold 
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' as this wasathing by nature indifle- 


Letter , 19 


rent Deng onlye made a ſigne of reli- - 


gion by yſe and opinion of men: what 
thall wee 1udge then of ioyning with 
Proteſtants 1n their publike prayers 
and ſernice which 1s peculier to them , 
4s the bleſſed Gacrifice of the Maſle is 


common to all Catholikes. And ther- - 


fore as wee are knowen by the one, ſo 


they are knowen and diſcerned by the 
Other. If it were not permitted hereto 


Tert. Ds 


fore that Chriſtians ſhold in anye ſorte Iavlas 


conforme them-ſclues to the Gentils , 
not euen ſo-much as to hang a lantern 
or 4 branche of Laurcll at their dores, 


when greate feaſtes were celybrated 


in honour of Idoles 2 How can it be 
lawfull to keepe feaſtes with herericks 
and to enter into their churches when 
they are buſted in-ſuche a&es whereby 


they are diſtinguiſhed not onlye from 


Catholiques , but alſo one ſe&e and 
ſorte of them from a nother? If it were 


_ thought a great offence, to be preſent - C 
at the publike ſpecackles & playes, be Tertn.et _ 


_—_ 


”, 


cauſe the beginning and fynall ende Cip. De 
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of them was the honour of Idoles : ſpectaculy 
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_ made a Chriſtian by the refuſing of ſuch ſpece 
_ rakes, Therfore he denieth manife 
who taketh away the thing wherby he 
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29 A Conſolztory 
' Is it poſſible rhar a catholike miſhold 


ſafly exhibit his preſence at ſuch kinde 


of ſeruice as had beginning by deuiſio 
- from the Church, and was inueted for 


the ſetting forth of hereſfie?Ler vs here 
what Tertulian ſaith of the aforeſayde 
plates in a peculier treatis of that argu 
ment, he requireth herein the tudgmer 
of the very Gentils, whether Chrittians 
might be there preſent or no. For ſaith 
he They moſt of all inderſiad aman to be 


E 


15 knowen, Jn like maner may we ſaye 
at this preſent: the proteſtants eſpe. 1. 


ally vnderſtande thar one is become a 
Catholike by therefuſing of their chur 


ches. Therfore he denyeth hiniſelfe to 
be 2 Catholike , whoſoeuer fayleth in 
this poynt of his profeſſion. Nether ter 
anye man thinke to efcape this datiger 
. of deniall by ſubtile euations : For as 


&!! Op-Epr. $.Ciprianfaieth whoſocuer ſceketh dee 
++), ceyrfull Neightes ro excuſe him-felfe 

-- ., hathdenied, and he that will ſeeme ro. 
have ſatiſicd 


|} ws 


S. Pro. 


poſed 


the Ediats or lawe 
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- Letter, 2! 


_ poſedagainſt the Goſpel hath obeyed 


euen in this, that he wolde ſeeme to 


_ haue obeyed. Now who-ſoeuer ſhall 


thus by his outwarde ace denye him- 
ſelte to be a Catholike,ſhall therby de- 


 nve the whole Catholike religion : Ce 


ven as he that denyeth him-ſclfe ro be 

2 Chriſtian,denyeth Chriſte, And cone 
fequently a Chriſtian and Catholique 

being all one, to goe to C hurche with 
hererickes is plainely to denye Chriſt : 

As contrarie-wiſe to refuſe their con- 
venticles is acleere cofeſſton of Chriſt. _ 

And this is a moſt important reaſon of . - 

your refuſall where-vpon I haue ſtayed 

the longer, becauſe it concerneth you 

as muche, as to be acknowleged or de- 

nyed before God the Father and all - 
his Angels when Chriſte ſhall come in Mar. 10s 
his mateſtie to indge the worlde. 

| it foloweth alſo that youre-« 5 
L 1fuſe by damnable ſchiſme to ſcuer Schiſme, 
your ſclues from the Church your mo- | 
ther , where-by you ſhoulde ceaſe  __ 
to have God to your father : yea you CiP. De | 
ſhold ceaſe altogetherto De Chriſtians: vnrate 


_ for by the indgemenr of S. Cyprian 8 Fecleſics 


22 Al "A Conlolatory 


=. 3. Auguſtine he is no Chriſtian ; who 
AY 103 1s not 13 the church of Chriſt. W hcrby 
B. 38 you ſholde departe out of Noes arke, 
& commit your ſelues to preſent drow 
ning. Wherby you ſholde be debatred 
fro eatingthe lambe in God his houſe, | 
& ſo be exterminated from the people - 
of God. Wherby you ſholde be found 
b- :  Exo.12, out of the houſe of Raab : to periſhe 
FN | Tof. 6. moſt vndoubredlye by the (worde of 
= | Gods tudgment.Wherby you ſhold bc 
_ dinided from the bodye of Chriſt, ha- 
'l uing him no longer to be your heade , 
[| avs De receyuing no influence of his grace,no 
' pare ec liuely motion of his ſpirite,no parte of 
f |'& -:ca.16 his merits, no fruite of his bleſſed als. | 
tf \ fon. Wherby you ſholde be cut of fro 
= n_ the true vine and ſo wither, & become | 
1 Jo. 15. fuel for hel fier. Wherby you ſhold loſe | 
= * the felowſhip & comunion of holy An- | 
'gels & ſans in heauen , being alſo ex- | 
cluded from the ſuffrages of the milli- | 
tant church here in earth. You ſhould. | 


= || be ſeuered from the promiſes of C hriſt. 

= | Cip. De by forſaking his\ſpouſe, and i toyning, 
I! wrirare. your ſcluest tothe aduouterous cogre 
=: | gation, You ſhould be excluded T0} 
{ & 


' 
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Letter. Fe" BY 
| the rewardes of the heauenly kingdoe, 
| by forſaking her,thatis apointed there Aug: de 
| to raygne. You ſholde loſe the benefit S4p- cone 
| of your baptiſine, and withal the right Dona: 
| tharyou haueroreceaue other Sacra- # i 472, 
| ments, which cannot be truittully rece1 
ned, but in the Catholike church. You 4* v2 b: 
|. ſhoulddeprine your {clues of the mea- Vomu-re | 
| nes to haveremiſſis,ſo much as of cne /&.1- 
veniall ſinne , although you ſholde pri- 
nithe your (clues with ne: er ſo hard & 
auſtere penance. You ſhould loſe the 
|- fruiteof all your good woorkes hcre- 
 tofore done, making all your a&ions E P: 1525 | 
from thence-forthe altogether vnpro- ac fide .:d 
firable, in reſpecte of cuecrlaſting lyfe ; # erm: 
| although you ſholde liue never D law- C4 39s © 
| * dablye, although you ſholde gene ne- 
| uer ſo greatalmes,although you thold 
ſhed your blood for the name of chriſt 
| yetcontinuing ſo out of the churche, 
| you covld by no meanes be ſaued, To 
e ſhorte you ſholde breake that vnity 
for whiche our Saniour ſo carneltlye 
ws ed voto his Father. For the eſta- 
lithing wherof, he ſuffered his Paſlio To. 17. 
and ſhedd his moſt pretious bloogde.' 11. 
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Z  Euſ. Ec- In defence of which vnitye: Dioniſius 
IF | cf hiſto. Alexandrinus holdeth it no lefle glori- 


Liber, 7- ous to dye, then to ſuffer for refuſing 
'Cap. 37+ to ſacrifice to Idols. For faithe he, in - 


| þ 
F 
= 


that eueric one ſuffereth martirdome 
for one {oule, but in this caſe for the. 
whole Churche. Now that all theſe in- 
conuentznces here mentioned, & what 
ſocuer clſe may be comprehended vn- 
 derthe deteſtable name of ſ{ciſme,ſhold 
enſue of your going to the proteltants 


churches, I thinke it maye be manifeſt 


& Pl. 121 by theſe reaſons folowing. Firſt of all 
EF 23 theChurchisacity or comon wealth, 


hauing a parricipation or felowſhip of 
ſpirituall benefits with-in it ſelfe: and 
therfore whoſoener doth communicat 
11 (pirituall things with any other co- 
 gregation, muſt needs be ;diuided fro 


FI . the fellowſhipeof the Church & from 
|| thoſe benefits which cannot be recei- . 
/* 8 ued bur in the ſame ſociety, euen as he 
is that ſhould ioyne with the enimye of 


his countrey ſhould worthily be depri- 
ued of all ſuch priuileges as he en1 


| 5" 
|. -<edathome. Neyther 15 it poſſible for 
7 _- oneto participate at once with two. 


Ee 
| | | 
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_ Letter, 2F 

- diftin& churches no more the for one 
member to be in two ſeuerall bodyes 
228 cannot drincke the chalice of our 

orde ſayeth'Saint Paule, and the cha. !-Cor-10 
hce of deuills, you canot be parrakers 
of the table of our TLorde, and of the | 
table of deuills. So likewiſe you canot | 
be of Chriſt his Church and repayre 
to Sathans Sinnagogue. But ſome per- * 
haps will anſwer that by going to chu- 
ch they doe notin deed participate , 
bur only ſeme to participat with thoſe 
of a nother religion. To this I ſaye:Se= #8 
| _ -condlye thatas the Churche is viſible, 
| fo muſtall her members be knowne & 
| manifeſt, Sothatno man can rightly 
| fayehim-ſcfeto bein the Church, al- 
| © thoughin bodily apparance he ioyne 
| with heretickes. For wher-as he viſibly 
| exhibiteth hispreſence, there is he a | 
viſible member, and not other where.  -+ 
For a Cathecumen might ſaye muche _ 
| better thathe is mentally in the Chur- 
| ch, andyetis henot properly & aQtu- 
ally accounted of the Church, nor is 
admitted to any Sacrament before he 
be baptiſed. Saint Coxnelius in a cer- 

tayne 
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" Ep. tayne epiſtle to Saint Ciprian, maketh 


AC Confolarory 


mentio of ſome that were reduced fro 
theſchiline of Nouatus who proteſted 
openly that although they eemed to 
comunicate 1n ſome ſorte with a {chifo 
maticall and herericall man,yet nencr- 
theleſſe thcir ſincere mindes were al- 


_ wayes within the church. And thinke 


you the moſte parte of Sciſmarickes ar 
this daye wolde not ſaye as muiche , if 
this incule > were [aftcicnt; But ehis4 1s 
not enough, neither did it then ſuffice 
thoſe men vntil they were openlye res 
concile] to the.church , and admitted 
1n preſence of the whole conciſtorie of 
Prieſtes at Rome. And furthermore 
their reconciliation was notifhed tothe 
whole people,ro the end that al mighr 
' ſfrethem preſent in the church whome 
before they had {ecne with ſorowe , to 


err & wander as ſheepe diſperſed from - 


. the Catholike flocke. Alſo S. Auguſtin 
 reportethe of one Victorinus , a man 
greatly honored in Roinc for his ex- 


 cellent learning and eloquence, that -. 
being conuerted from Idolatrie tothe: 


| Chriltian religion, he deterred a longe: 


while, z 


Letter. | 27 6 
while,for fcare to difpleaſe his worldly _ 
friendes, to make open ſhew of thar he 
beleened in ſecrete. And yet ſaying of- 
ten.to {ome of his faithful acqainrtece , 
that he was alreadie a chrilaen, he was 
alwayes tolde that they wolde not ſo 
repute him , votil they {aw him in the 
church of Chriſt , wher-vnto he wolde 
| replyeinſcornful manner,a{king whe- * 
| therthewalles made men to be Chriſ- 
| tijans? as manye at this daye wil aſke , 
whether their reſorte to the material 
| churcheof heretikes, can make them 
ceaſe to be of the Catholike churche ? 
| Butintheende, by God his grace, he 
| rurnedouer the lcafe, and going glad- 
| letothechurch, he was inſtruced in 
| the faythe, baptiſed and made a true 
Chriſtian.. And when the time came, 
. that he ſhould make profeſſion of his 
faythe before the faythful people , for 
| thatwas then the manner for ſuche as «t 
- were newly conuerted ; It was offered 
| himtharhe ſhould do it more ſecretly, 
leſte ſo great an aſſemblye ar the firite 
ſhould abalh him, But he made choyſe 
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? to confeſſe his fayth before the whole 


multitude. And ſo he did molt conti- 
dentlye , the whole people cryeing for 


loye: Victorinus Vicorinus. A notable. 


example,to be folowed by many a Vic 


- torinus in our age : I me2ne manye 


an honorable man, & famous {choler 


being inharte and conſcience Catho# 


likes: & withal it 1s an euident proofe, 
that ir \ufficeth not to be a Catholike 
in ſecret, vnleſſe by ourwarde ſignes a 
man doe alſo ſhew and profcſſc bis re- 
ligion , accordiag to the ſaying of our 


Math. 5. Sauiour , that Men doe not light a candle 
and put it under a buſhel,but on a candleſt ich, 


that it may ſhe toall that are #1 the houſ#, 
Therfore ſayth he, Let your lyghr ſo ſhyne 


bForemen : Let the confeſſion of your 


fayth , and your good conuerſation be 


| ſo manifeſte , thar they maye ſee your good 
woork-s, and gloryfie your father which is tn 
$ | heaven. Thirdly therfore it isto be con- 


ſidered that the Church for maintay- 
ning of her viſible vnitye hath certaine 
outwarde ſignes , wherin her children 


do partictpat one with a nother,wher-- 


by the is knowen and diſtinguiſhed fro 
Wh _ other 
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ether companies. For as $., Anguſtine To.7 CE Þ 
fayth, Into no name of religion, either tra Fanfe | 
! rrueorfalſe, can men be firmcly com- tm. L:. 
|. prime excepte they be tyed together 19.Ep, 
| by ſome fellowſhip of viſible fignes or 11, 


ſacraments. And theſe outward ſignes 
are eſſpeciallye the bleſſed Scacrifice , 
the holy ſacramentes of the ſame,pub- 
like prayers and ſeruice of God, which 
are not in the proteſtants' churches, 
And therfore whoſocuer rcſorteth tht- 
ther, doth manifeſtly fayle in theſe to- 
kens of his profeſſion, and ſo diuideth 
himſelfe fro the viſible ynity. Fourthly 
this vnitye requireth not onlye that 4 
man participate in ſacramentes and 
prayers , but alſo that he be obediente 
to his lawfull paſtours. And now it 1s 
euident that the whole churche in the 
Councel of Trent by condemning the 
herefies of this time, hathalſo forbid- 
den vs to have felowſhip with the fo- 
lowers of thoſe hereſies in dtuine thin- 
ges .Neither was it needful by expreſſe 
wordes to prohibit the comming ro 
_. their churches : ſeing that it was for- 
bidden expreſly to pray with herctikes 
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-5,---- euen bythe Cannons of the Apoſtles, 


2 aredealrwithal in their riſing vp from | 
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20 A Conſolatory 


and in diuers ages by ſundry Councels 
whiche wee ſhal hauc occa{tonto cite 
herafter. And who knoweth not thar 
the meaning,will and commaudement 
of all Catholike paſtors at this daye,1s 
that we ſhold abltaine from the a tore-- 
ſayd churches vnder no lefle payne,ths 
to becaſtout of the true churcih.Fittly 
$ | he practticc-of OUT Country 1s molt m2 
nifelt, wherby thoſe that only hane bin 
preſctatthe ſciſmatical ſcruice,are hol. 
d:a for very ſ{ciſmartikes, & accordingly 


_ their raine, and they in the mean time 
in their owne confciences do acknow- | 
ledge them-ſelues to be debarred from © | 

6 thevſc of al holye Sagraments. Sixtly 

al this is grounded vpon great reaſon: 

for like asthe'proteſtants are heretikes 

1n re{peX of their falſe do trine, ſo are' 
the {cifinatikes in their different man- 
nerof (cruing God, And therfore who 
ſozuer doth but ſeeme to concurr with: 
them-1in that outward ace of ſernice ,- 
the Churche being not able to ſcarche; 

- his harte and minde, but judging hin - 

| 5 OS Oe © 


 beconſumed with fire,or to be detou- 


| 


_ cording to that which h: ſheweth our 


os 
Aug.cont 
wardly,muſt needs c<ſure him as a {ciſs aduerſar, 
matike. Which cenſure 1s more gree- Leprs er 
uous & terrible,then if a man were ad Proph.cas 
mdged to be {triken with a ſworde ,to 17, 
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red with wilde beaſtes : And more bit- 
terly and vnhappily 1s a man bound by 
the keyes of the church after ſuch iudg 
ment, then by any other moſt greuous 
and harde bondes, albeit they were of 
yron or Adamant ſtone, Neither let a- 
nye man thinketo be acquite from the _ 
crime of {ci{me, or from rhis heavy c&- 
ſure, becauſe his ace of going to the 
roteſtants churche 1s conſtrayned by 
Sic of worldlye lofle and not altoge- 
ther voluntaric. For although he wold 
not doe this acte, it the feare were re- 
moucd, yet according to the condition 
of this preſente time , he choſeth it as 
moſt expedient.for him, And therfore 
al circumſtances conſiddered , and as 
thinges goc now it 15 more voluntary, 
then againſt his wi) , and {implicitcr as 
4tis termed & as the caſe now ſtandeth 
Its voluntarie, For it feare might haus 
pee a | | EXCU= 
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32 A Conſolatory 
excuſed, the Churche had done greate 
wrong,not onlye to thoſe who had dee 
nyed their fayth by doing ſacrifice , or 
caſting of incence into the fyre before 


| Idoles,through conſtraint of torment, 


bur euen ro thoſe who had geuen vp 
their names among the that ſacrihceds 
al which ſortes of offenders were long 
time with-holden from the Sicramets 
and cauſed to doc harde penance : yea 
manye of them were not admitred to 
the company of the faithful, vartil that 
eythcr the perſecution ceaſed., or that 


| theextreme poynt of death ouertoke 


them, or if ſuch faynt hartes might be - 
holden blameleſle , where ſhould be. 
come the glorye of martirs , or the 1n- 
nincible perſeuerance of conſtant Con 


 £effors. And therfore great cauſe haue 


you rather to ſufter your {clues to be 


_ condemned to the payment of twenty 
gens by the monerh, then to be ſub- 


ecte to this ſo 1utt and withal ſo heuys 
damnation. KIT INE 
His kewiſe ou refuſe to difſemble in 

matters belonging to God & your 
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. _ Letter, a ? 
'$. Auguſtine reckeneth for the firſt and De Ciuta 
worſtkind of deteſtablelying:Therfore te Des. Ls, 
in one place ſpeaking of Seneca, who 5. Ca.10,} 
in his harte knew the Idols of the gen- 
tils to be moſt falſe and vayne and yet 
by his outward behauiour , ſeemed to 
honour them, the ſame door pro- 
nounceth this ſentence in this ſorte ; 
that he dyd more damnablye worſhi 
thoſe falſe gods , for-fomuch as thoſe 
thinges which he did faynedly , he did 
them 1n {uche ſorte, that the people 
thought him to doe them truely and 
in deede from his harte: and ina trea, 
tis of purpoſe writts againſt the Priſcs{- Liber. De | 
| haniſts,who defended it as a thing law- 7enaacin. 
ful, for a man to counterfayt a contra- | 
rye religion for aduantage, and alſo a- | 
gainſt certain Catholikes(who forſoth I 
as they ſayd)to eſpye and finde our he- Corrames | 
retiks,would put on a viſard of hereſy: 4xciume |} 
He determineth that diſsimulation in | 
no wiſe to be vſed: ſhewing that if they 
ſhold couert any of thoſe heretikes, by 
going among the in that ſort, yet ſhold 
they as muche confirme their diſciples 
in that errour of thinking it lawful to 
C TIED 4 
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1 A Conſolatory - 

| $ Cap. 3, lye &diſstble,as they ſhold edify them 

| et.4 inotherpoyntsof dodtine.So that nel 

iS ther the catholiks (hold know whether 

i anherctikewereinother things couer- 

{i __ redorno,ſfolongas heremainedinthat 

|f doctrine of lying: Nether ſholdthe new 

 conuertknowe when or wherin to be- 

" leuehismaiſter whom he had found 1n 

many thinges here to fore to haue bin 

a diſsembler &alyar. In the ſame trea- 

tis he reciteth the example of Iehn , 

who fained to comit Idolatrye, therby 

- _toentrape the prieſtes of Baal, as wic= 

© kedand facriligious and by no meancs 

to be folowed. For neuer did the Apoſ- 

tles who were in deed right holye and 

true martyrs,any ſuch thing for the ſa- 

uing of their owne lyues, as this King 

| Fun did yppon indiſcrecte zeale to take a- 
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om-14 way the lines of others. And wherfore? 
\ .___ becauſe thatwith the harte we beleue 
- __ to Juſtice: but with the mouth confeſ< 
ſion 1s made to ſaluation. Which cone 

feſsion is of dutye and neceſsity when 
ſocuera man by his filence, ſhould be 

| thought to haue forſaken his faythe , 

or thatthereligio ſhould bethe worſe 
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Letter, 


ccd to wauer, in their fayth, thorough 
diſsimulation. All whiche conditions 
may & doe concurr in this caſe of yel- 
ding to hcretikes to. reſorte to theyr 
churches and leruice. And here it is to 
be noted thar the Pri/c:lliariſts were not 
the firſt, that would warrant men to de- 
nye their faythin time of perſecution. 
It was certayne hundred yeares before 
the doctrine of the Heleſartes: and ſome 
time before them it was taught by the 
Gooſe gs or /alentinizns.againit whome 

ertulian purpoſlye did write a booke 


called Scorpiacum, as it were a remedye Cap. 3le | 


againſt the biting of Scorpians.A necef 
ſarye medicine tor theſe diſsembling 
dayes, wherinas it ſayde , the obſcure 
familie of Lone haue ſett vpp againe 


this ſchole of lying. Andasfor the pro 


teſtants although they doe not openly 
holde and maintayne this doctrine of 
diſsimulation : yet as 1t appereth by 


| the behauiour of their eſpials in ſudrie 


places it is much practiſed a mong the 
& therfore not Freany diſalowed. But 
th 


oth handes is odious 


e 


is playing on 


| 'f 
Iyked of, or that others ſhould be indu - 
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26 A Conſolatory 
a mong men euen in humane matters. 
Foras Tully ſayth. Odo digna eft difer- 
mulztio Di{s1mulation 1s worthy of ha- 
tred. And contrarywile he ſaythe,that 
which is trite (imple & ſincere , 1s moſt 
agreable to mans nature. So we ſee by 
expcrience there 1s nothing more re= 
 Pugnant to a noble courage, then for 
feare or fauour to pleaſe another mans 
humor, contrarye to his owne lyking. 
Therfore Ariſtotle deſcribing the con- 
ditions of one that is Magnanimus , of 
lofttye and noble minde aſſigneth this | 
for one that he is no diſsembler.Alſoa 
mong the moral vertyes he reckneth 
Trueth for one, wherby a man ſheweth 
humſelfe in his lyfe, to be ſuche as heis 
in deede inwardly. Furthermore in all | 
comon weales wiſely gouerncd , thoſe 
that have remayned neuters inciuile 
diſſention , haue bin ſuſpe&ed as frin- 
des tonone and common enemyes to 
_ all. And ſurely me thinketh there ſhold 
be good hope that your mercyetull 
Prince with her honourable counſell 
ſhould in tyme conſidder, and lyke wel 
of your playne dealing a as & : 
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wherby itappereth manifeſtly thatyou 

doc not temporiſe , nor expccte anye . 

daye to come ; other then the general 4 

daye wherin" Chriſt thal gene to cuerye 

one according to his woorkes good or 

euil. But for this as 1t (hal pleate God, 

— Now to our purpole,it is certayne that. 
diſsimulation dothe highlye difpleafe 
him,eſpecially in matters belonging to = 
his ſeruice:Tu figure wherof ſome fow- Leu. 11, 
les that partly liue vppon the lande, & 
Partlye in the water were holden vn- 

| cleanein theolde lawe. It was likewiſe 

| forbiddenin deteſtation of doublenes 

| foranye man to ſowe his ground with Deut.22 

two kindes of ſeede , to plowe with an 

oxeandan afle , to weare a garment of 
lincywolſie. And to the ſame purpoſe 

PROUgE ſo many ceremonies, orday- 

ned for the diſtinguiſhing of God his 

people from ſtraungers to the end that 

they mightin nowriſe be like in aparel, 

1n dyate, in al kinde of outward beha- 

uiour. And more plainly wifdome her 

ſelfe in the prouerbes declareth that 

| ſhe doth hate & deteſt a double togue. 

Likewiſe the wiſe-man forbiddeth to Pro. 8, 

| ty come: 
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A a Conſolatory 
cometo God with a double harte. Woe 


Fecleſi- be to the ma of double hart((aith he)ro hims 
alli. 2, that goeth two wayes vppon the earth at once, 


The barre that goeth two wy al not haue 


ſucceſſe,and a wicked harte ſhalbe ſeandaliſed 


by his proceediags. Therfore he admon1- 


theth. Non [mere fzciem contrafaciem,not 


to make a thewe againſt a mans inward 
conſcience , as it 15 playnly expounded 
by that which folowerh Neyther do thou 
receaue a lye againſt thy ſoule, That is to lay 


'doe not make falſe ſemblance to thine 


owne damnation. The Prophet Helias 
cryeth vnts the people in God his be- 


'&-Re. 18 halfe of the ten tribes. How long doe you 


halte on both partes ? If our Lord bc God fo- 
low bins, or of Baal be God folow him. And 
inthe ſame booke of the Kinges they 


19 arcomended by God his owne mouth, 


who had not bowed their knees before 
Baal ncyther had they kiſſed the Idols 
hand. Our Sauiour him-ſelfe affirmeth 


_ Mar. 6, thatno man can ſerue two maſters God 


and Mimon, but either be ſh2ll hate the oe 


+ Luc. 1 1. a» loire the other : or ſuſteyn the onegaud co- 


"tene the other. He that is c;ot with me ( ſaith. 
ourLord) :s againjt 1 ue, and he that gathe- 
reth 


« ©" 
in 


| 40D 77 9 "2M 

reth net with me, ſeattereth. And in ſayne APO» 3» | 
Johns Renuelation he complayneth of 
one that is neyther colde nor hott. / 
world(ſayth he)thou were colde or hott, A 
true Catholike ora flat hcretike. Bute 
becauſe thou art luke warme & neyther colde 
tor kott , 1will begin to caſte the out of my 
»outh, For dread therfore to be caſt of 
by engnly God,you doe iuſtly refuſe - p 
to pleaſe rhe world by double dealing: "= 
Keeping as you doe that faythful and 1 
ypright courſe which is moſt honoura- 
 bletor the ſetting forthe of your reli- 
gion, molt ſeemly for your magnani- 
mitye , moſt honeſt before men, and 
moſte free from ſuſpition of treache- 
rye, and therfore moſt duriful towards 
your Prince , whom you ſhould rather 
delude then obey by fained conformi- 
tye,wheras now you performe the true 
obediece of good ſubictts by ſuffering 
patiently whatſoeuer the lawe of your 
countrye (hal laye vppon you. 

Eſides al this you refuſe to cometo 

 AdtheProteſtantes congregation, for Particips 

feare to be partakers of the {innes ther 102. 
in committed, & ſo to be ioyned with 
es Ge them 
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—_ A Conſolatory 

_ themin puniſhment. This auoyding of 
ſache as are authors or folowerers of 
new ſeces and ſchiſmes is commanded 
by God him-ſelte , and therfore by no 
meanes can be diſpenced withal. An ex 
' ample of this commaundementand of 
tranſ{greſsion againſt the ſame, & with- 
al of puniſhment due for ſuch offence, 
we haue 1n the firſt patern of al ſchſme 
I meant the {edition of Core, Dathan 
and Abiron. From whoſe tabernacles 
the people were comanded to depart, 
& not to touch thoſe thinges whih did 
belong vato them, leaſt they ſhould be 
inwrapped in their ſinnes. Andimedi- 
atly the earthe opening ſwalowed vpp 
the captayns, and two Ned & fifty 
of their complyces were ſlayn with fire 
from heauen. Yea fortye thouſand and 
ſcauen hundred of the people for mur- 
muring in their behalfe, the next daye 
were deſtroyed by fire. The man of god 

who was ſentto Ieroboam the author 
of diuifion in the people of Iſrael, was 
commaunded not to eate nor drinke 4 
mong the ſchiſmatikes: And for doing 

the contrary he was ſlayne by aLyon i 

bg: FE | nc 


Leer... 4r 
the waye. The godly King Toſaphart is 
greuouſlye reprehended for ioyning Par. L9« 
with an Infidel euen in temporal mat- | 
ters. Thou geueſt ayd vnto the yngod- 
lye({aythe one Prophet vnto him) and 
thou art ioyned in friendſhip to thoſe 
that hate our Lorde : And therfore in 
deede thou dydeſt deſerue our Lordes i 
wrath, Therfore the Prophet Dauid , Pfal. 1s 
deſcribing a happy and wiſe man ſaith, 
Bleſſed is the man that hath not gone a waye 
3n the counſel of the ungodly, and jak not 
ſt code 1n the waye of ſinners , and hath not 
ſitt m the chayer of peſtilence. In whiche 
yerſe may be noted three degres of c0- 
ſenting to {chiſme: The firſt are of thoſe 
that goe a waye through frayltye , the 
ſecond are thoſe that ſtandeth therin 
by continuance , the thirde are thoſe 
that defend and teache1tto others as 
athing lawful, who may verely be ſayd 
_ to ſitt1n the chayer of peſtelence,teach 
ing the dodrine of Balaam to geue ſca- 
dal. Ouer many ſuch haue bene in our 
dayes, and I praye God there be not 
et ſome remayning.But let them take Apo.2, 
bd ,for Chriſt wil come quicklye & | 
Ds OE Os "= Wb wil 
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© . wil fightagainſtthemwiththefords | 


WW of his mouthe : thatis ro ſaye with the 
2 Lb. De trueth of his worde. Thea foreſayde 
BB fpetaculs verſe Tertulii thinketh ſufficiet, to for- 

| * __ _bidalrefortto advnlawful aſſembles, 

Ii whether they be gathered with entenr 

of Idolatrye, of iniquitye , or for vant- 

ties ſake, as wanton playes and diſho= 

E: neſt ſpeacles , although they benot 

WW | ___ expreſlye forbidden in ads And 

= i _ therfore vndoubtedly it may wel be ap 

_ plied ynto the couenticles of heretiks, 
wherin ſo many vngodly folke concurr 
together in the yerye acte of diſhonou- 

_ ring God, by impugning his true relt- 
gion: of contemptof the churche, by 
vſurpario of their new deuiſed ſeruice, | 
& of deriſion of Chriſts Sacramentsby 

| _ profane rites of their owne friuolous 

| Pal. 25. jinnention. Yet furthermore the ſame 

oo _ royal Propher in an other plalme decla 

= | ring his owne innocency ſayth , I haue 

= not (itten,thatis to ſay I haue not ſtay- 
edany while with the councel of yant- 

Þþ rye, and with them that doe wickedlye 

|. »© Twilnotgoeinby once ſeeming toa« | 

Jowe that which they doe,I haue _ 
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| Fn”. if 
thechurch of the malignant, and with 
the vyngodly I wil not litt.I wilwaſh my 


handes among innocents,and I wil co- 


paſſe thine altar round a bout by clea- 


"Re 


” 


uing faſt ro Chriſte and his Carholike | 


Church. And withina few wordes. I 
have loued the coelynes of thy houſe, 
and the dwelling place of thy glory. As 
a Catholike might faye,the cauſe wher 
fore I refrayne 1n this ſort from wicked 
company of hereriks in their churches, 
15 the loue and zeale whiche I beare to 
the beauty of Gods Church , the mer- 


veylous diſpoſition of her ſeruice, the 


reverend mateſty of her Sacraments, & 
decent order of her Czremonies, wher 
of Ifind no reſemblance in the newe 
deformed congregation. In an other 
Pſalme he ſaythe atter, he hath ſpoken 


of vngodly men, 1 wil not comunicat with 


Plal.14t 


their elett or choſen mer. Which S. Anguſe 
tine in his time applyed to the cheefe 


maſters of the Manachies who were cal 
led Ele&t:. And we may applye itwel ro 
all thoſe of Caluins crew who moſt vn- 
vndoubtedly preſume, that they are e- 


lefted by God and predeſtinat to ener= 


laſting 
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44 A Conſolatory 


Pfal .49. laſting ſaluation, Contrariwiſe in an 
other Pſilme, an cuil man 1s reprehen- 
ded by God, with theſe wordes. T ho# 
dideſt [ee a theefe and diaeſt runnewith him, 
and with aduouterers thou dideſt lay thy por- 
407, Herctikes are the theeues by wi 
ling and abuſing the Scripture. They 
are alſo aduouterers by corrupting the 
fincerity of ſimple mens faith with falſe 
dodcrine. And whereof did proceede 
ſuch boldnes , to ioyne and take parte 
with iniquity? Thou haſt thought wic- 
kedly, that I wil be like vnto thee, as 
commonly men wil ſaye God is mercy 
ful as gentle to beare with ſchiſme as 
thou to fauour hereſye. Iwil reproue 
thee, and faye it to thy face, by char- 
ging thee with it at the dreadful day of 
| indgment. But theſe places may ſeme 
3Y alike forthe anoyding of al euil com-. 
panye. Now more MI for the 
ſhunning of {uch as wilfnlly diuide the 
ſelues from Gods church : we reade in 
the Goſpel of S. John, that the Iewes 
did not communicate with the Samary 
_ tans, who were ſchiſmatikes in reſpe& 
of theoldelaw and therfore were moſt 
| abhor- 


Aeon eds Oe "m__ 


Mr ES 
, 


« 


Letter, 45 
 abhorred by the faithful folke of Gods 
people : Andalthough they did alſoab 
{tayne from hauing conuerſation with 

other Infidels. Wher-vppon our Saui- Mat.18. 
our geueth vs a rule , to thunn an here- 

tike , oranye one that difobaycth the 
Churche euen as the Iewes did deteſte 

the Heathen and the Publicane. And 

the like comandement hath ben geuen 
continualye by the bleſſed Apoſtles in E” 
their writings. Firſt by $. Paule. / deſire Rom.16 a 
you brethern({ayth-he)to marke them that : 
make diſcentions & ſandals contrary to docs | 
trine which you hae learned and anoyd the. 

The reaſone he yeldeth within a few 7: 
words,for that this copany is perilous: 
Becauſe by ſweete ſpeeches & benedilti35 they 
ſeduce the hartes of innocents. By often na- 
ming of the Lord, and his woorde , by 
frequet cyting of Scripture, by reading 
the Goſpel, the Pſalmes, & other partes 
of the 'olde and new Teſtament, they 
Reale to them by litle and litle the min 
des of ignorant people.And to the Co- 2.Cor, 6 
rinthians he vrgeth the matrer more 
vehemenlye after that he hathe genuen 
commandement not to beare the Ro 
: Th wit 
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with Infidels(that ts to ſay)not to com 
municate with them in anye forte in 
their woorkes of infidelitye : ſhewing 
by diuers poynts of diſagreement,that 
there could be no tclowſ{hipe or conue. 

niencie betwene them. Firlt in reſpe& 

of the diuers diſpoſition of their wils , | 
what participation hath Tuſtice with 
Iniquitye. Iuſtice requireth that a man 
exhibet his ſeruice to God in the Ca- 
tholike Church, & it is great, 1niquitie 
to withdraw him-ſelfe and othersfrom 
the ſame ſeruice as heritikes do by ray- 
ſing perticuler factions. Then becauſe 
of their different dorine: What ſoct- 
etie is there betwene light & darknes 2? 
So 9/38 bene brought vppin the 
light of Gods trueth , and the prote(- 
_ tantes wander in darknes of ſunderye 
foule and abſurde errors. Thirdlye be. 
cauſe of the diners Authors and foun- 
ders of their congregations : what a+ 
greemet betwene Chriſt & Belial? Now 
Chriſt hath builded his Church vppon 
the ſucceſsion of S. Peeter , and Belial 
the {pirite of diſobedience is the verye 
beginner of all heretical and x 


Letter, 


their whole ſtate differeth : what parte 
hath the faithful with the heretikes or 
Infidels, yea and the worſe ſorte of In- 
fidels, becauſe of their departure from 


the faythe once receyued : by reaſone 


wherof their error is lefle excuſeable, 
their malice commonly greater, their 
coinpany more perilous tor infection , 
and lefle hope of their recouerye, then 


of ſuchas ncuer knew Chriſts religion, 
Laſtly for the dinerſitic of their exter- 


nal ſeruice : What agreement hath the 
Temple of God with Idols? for you ar 
the Temple of the lining God ſayththe 
Apoſtle, which he proueth by that ſay- 


walke in them and wil be their God & 
they ſhal be his people. So rhe whole 
Catholike church is the Teple of God: 


but the do&trine of- heretikes, their co- _ 
munton & al thertr other extcrnal rites. 


of religion are ſpiritual Idoles of their 
owne inuention, and haue ſuccededin 
place of groſle and carnal Idolatry and 
therfore no lefle to be ſhunned andde- 
tcited, For which cauſe ſayth the pow 

6 


47 
tical conuentickles. Fourthlye becauſe 


ing in the lawe that God wil dwel and 


Midna. 
PO ITEERY ww 
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TIfay.s 2. tlealedging the Prophet Ifay and Iere-. 

mye,Goe ont of the midſt of them by geuing 

Hier-3 1. no credit to their falſe teaching, and ſeaperat -- 
your ſelues by auoyding of occaſions of conta-' 

gion and touche not the vncleane by ſeeming 

#1 anye forte to conſent vnto their wickeanes: 

and I will receyue you , and I will be a father 

fo you : and you ſhalbe my ſonnes and daugh- 

, ters , ſayth our Lorde omnipotent. Likewile 

to the Thefialonians he denounceth in 

the name of our Lord Ieſus Chriſt that 

they ſhould withdraw them-ſclues fro 

_ enerye brother walking inordinatly & 

not according to the tradition which 


f X's were aiſ2 
J. obediente they ſhould note him by an epiſ- 
tle and not companye with him,that he might 
be confounded : Wihche is one principal 
. cauſe why the Churche layeth vppon 
hererikes this payne to be excluded fro 
. the ſocietye of her children, intending 
therby their corre&io, as having more 
power ouer them then other Infidels. 
A nother cauſe which is the peril, leſte 
the {incere parte ſhould be corrtpted 
by their companye, 1s expreſſed 1n one 
of the Epiſtles to Tunothye where it is 
=_—_.-: ſayde 


$4 


_ nithment ynto all that ſhal participate 


BEE, +; ,eRer; a - | 

fayde : That their ſpeache ſpredeth as a can 2,Timo. 
her , pernitiouſly creepmg from one member $61 

ro another, Alſo the ſame Apoſtle com- Ml 
mandeth Titus by expreſſe wordes to WpC 
auvyd an heretike , knowing that ſuch Timo.3s WK 
a one 1s {ubucrred, that is to {aye, he is 18 
commonly paſt hope of amendment, 
and condemned by his owne iudgm<t, . 
by his wilful running out of the Catho 

like churche. And agreably vnto this 

S. Iohn in one of his epiltles, ſayth. 7f 
anye man come vnto you , and bring not this - 
doftrine [ meaning that which had bene 
taught by the Apoſtles & other lawful 
paſtors |] rYeceyue him not into thy houſe , 10Y 
faye, God ſane you, vnto hum, for he that ſay- 

eth vnto him, God ſaue you , communicateth 

with his wicked wordes, And in his Rene- 

lation he maketh reporte of Chriſt his 

owne wordes denouncing terrible pu- Apo.2. 
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with hereſie, vnder figure of thoſe that 
comited aduoutry with a certeinfamos _ 
woman.Andin the ſame booke of Pro. 
phecye he reherſeth the voyce of an 
Aungel who geueth warning vnto the 
 ſeruants of God to auoyd & flye al vn- 

} bens . 2032-- godly 
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; '-| Apo.18. godly copany,fignified by the name & 
'hgure of wicked Babylon: Leſt they ſhold 
be partakers of her ſinnes and therby ſhould 


receyue of her plagues and pumiſhmeres,This 


poynte was diligently obſerued by S. 


John himſelf who refuſed to tary in the 


ſame bathe with Cerimthus the encmye 


of truth, leſt the bath ſhould fal downe 


and oppreſſe them bothe : Alſo by Po- 


licarpus S.Iohn his ſcholer,who would 


not take acquaintance of Marcian that 
famous heretike,otherwiſe then by cal 


ling him the deuils eldeſt ſonne : And 
by S. Anthonie , of whom it 1s written 
that he could not indure to ſpeake one 


peaceable worde to an heretike. Andal 


though it be permitted in places where 
herettkes are in great multitude,for ne 
celsities ſake to couerſe and haue de- 
ling with them in worldly. affayres, ſo 


long as they be not by name excomu- 


nicated and denounced : yet to. haue 


fetowſhipwith them in aces of religio, 


itncuer was nor could be allowed or 
ſuffered: But hath bene alwayes forbid 
den; asI ſayde before by the Cannons 


of tlie Church reyued from the bleſſed 


| 
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Apoſtles. The authority of which Can- Can. r2. 


nons moued Origen to refuſe by anye 45.46. 
meanes to be preſent at prayers with a 63, 
certain heretike called Paule. Theſame 

alſo moued Heraclas to caſt out of the EuC. L. 6 
Churche certayne Chriſtians becauſe Ca. 2, 
they had vſed the copanye of heretiks , 

and not to be admitted againe before 

they had publikly Jeckiahs 
they hathands of thoſe enemies of the 
tructh,notwithſtanding that he knewe 


_ them from their verye harte to be tur- 


L 


ned from all error and falſe dodryne. 

The like is decreed by the blefſed Pope Ep. r. 
and martyr Fabian , and by the Coun- Ant.ca.r 
ſels of Antioche and Laodicea , by the Laod.ca. 
fourthe Counſel of Carthage, and dy- g,z3. 
uers others. The ſame hath ben taught Car. 4-ca 
by holy DoRors,as by S.Cyprian,who 71,72. 
ſpeaking of heretiks and ſchiſmarikes , 7, 
Gyth .Wwe muſt depart fro ſuch off eders,or ra De wnit , 
ther we muſt fiye fro them in haſt e.lc that ECc. Ver- 


#oyning our ſelues with ſuch as walke peruerſly [5 finem,, 


going with them in the waye of their error & 
cryme,and wandering a ſtraye from the right 
and courſe of our torney, we be holden guilty 
of lyke offence. And by 5 . Auguſtine who | 
4 Cll- 


whatſocuer L.7.C.6 
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Cont. Ep. entring into conference with one of _ 


"», 


Y Frnd cap the Manachies ſete,maketh exception 
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of three thinges,, whiche in no wiſe he 
wolde conſente to doe. Firlt that he 
wolde not praye with them : Secondly 
that he wolde nor keepe ſolemne con- 
uventicles with them : Thirdlye that he 
wolde not take vpon him the name of 
a Manichie. More-ouer it hathe bene 
practiſed by the wholechutch of al ages 
as may appeere by the exaplc of rhoſe 


FJ Theodo. godly people of Allexadria,Samoſita, 
23 L.2.17. Edeflus,with divers other Cityes wher 
F Li.4.19. whole multitudes wolde rather chooſe 
"M24. 16. tro ſuffer deathe then once to enter the 


churches while the Arian prelats were 
preſent : Whoſe godly zeale maye wel 
confound the colde deuotion of this 
vnhappy time wherin ſo few are found 
in compariſon of a great number who 


1n hart doe beleeue the Catholike reli- 


gion , ſo few there be I {aye that wil be 
content to ſuſtayne the loſle of a fewe 
goods for the open profeſsion of their 
fayrh. Yea many there be that wil not 
take knowledge of this caſe wherof in 
times palt no man was1gnorant,non a 
rnc 
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the verye heretikes, as Arians Dorati/?s 
and (uche like, all hauing their ſeucral 
churches by them clues, and refuſing 
to communicate eithe* with Catholiks 
or with any other ſe& diſagreing trom 
their opinion. 

ND this maye be a nother 1mpor- 


"Xtant reaſon of your molt tuft, and T hemdge 
aduiſed refuſal: I meane the very iudg- #7 of 17 
ment and example of al Infidelstouch- facts. 


ing participation with thoſe of a no- 
ther religion , the Iewes doe not enter 
into the churches of Chriſtians. The 
Turkes hold it for aſigne of Mahomets 
religio for one to come into their mol- 
keyes, the Lutherans and Caluiniſtes 
haue their ſeneral congregations one 
diſtincte from thother, oh; 

_teſtantes in other countryes refuſe to 
be preſent at the Catholike ſernice. So 
did as manye of them as had zeale or 
_ careof their coſcience 1n the late dayes 
of Quene Mary. In which time afamos 
preacher of their fa&ion, inroled for a 
martire in Fox his booke , making an- 
{were to a certayn woman who deman- 


ded of him whether ſhe might goe to 
mat- 


- 
= a 
| 04k pa + cg. ED ao oagnooont »- a 


al thepro- 


AER) HE 


II OG 1. ay AURA PP II 


Wi A Conſolatory 
mattens and euenſong [for to goe to 
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maſſe her conſcience would not ſuffer 
her] pronounced and gaue his ſentece 


_ inthisorin muche like ſ{orte : that to 


goc toanye parte of the ſeruice then 
vſed , ſholde be a thing greatly againſt 
the honour of God, and contrarye to 
the charitye due vnto her neyghbour. 
It ſholde be againſt God his honour, 
becauſe(ſ{ayth he)God 1s not to be ho- 
nored but in fuch fort as he hath com- 
maiided and taught by his worde mea- 
ning by God his worde expreſle Scrip- 
ture, where-as we include alſo ſuche 
trueth , as God hath reuealed vnto his 
Charche. Alſo he ſayde that by going 
vnto ſuch ſeruice ſhe ſhould denye and 
diſalowe of the whole doctrine of the 


Goſpel. And concerning breach of cha 


rity towardes her neyghbour,ſhe ſhold 
therby ſener her ſelfe 5k the congre- 
gation of the faithful. She ſhould great 
lye confirme the obſtinate Papilts in 
their error, ſhe ſhould cauſe the weake 
Proteſtants to wauer in their religion , 


and ſhe ſhould greatly offend the more 


firme ſort of Goſpellers, Beholde here 
| cy the 


| Letter. ” o- 
_ the cauſe wherfore Catholiks be afflic- 


ted, determined by the 1ndgment of a 
Proteſtant preacher and recorded in 
the a fore-ſayd booke of Fox his mon- 
ſterous monuments. Which thing be- 
ing wel cofiddered wolde make one to 
woider, that we ſhould be ſo vrged by 
the Proteſtants at this daye to doe the 


. ſamething whiche in their owne caſe, - 
they haue thought & mult thinke very 


damnable ſeing that this common con 
ſent of all ſe&es and religions muſt ne- 
des ſhew itto be a thing forbidden not 


only by man his ordinance, but by the 


yerye lawe of God and nature and con 


ſequently to be repugnant tothe 1ndg- 
ment of enerye one that hathe in his 


; breſte, but anye lytle ſparke of vpright 
nes and finceritye. 


AP now laſtlye to make vpp this /4ſike of 
matter of defence for your not go theſeruice 


ing tothe church , you refuſe to reſort 


to {uch a ſeruice as beſides that it hath 


bene deuiſed by the Engliſh Proteſtats 
a mong tnem ſelues, beſides that it 1s 
condemned of other ſees , beſides 
that yt hathe no lyke paterne or plat- 
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brethren in other countries, beſides 
falſe tranſlation of Scripture,thedefe& 
of a lawful miniſter , the want of ſacri- 
fice, ſacraments, reuerent ceremonies, 
and other things belonging to the ho- 


purge God which are conteyned in 


the Catholike (ſeruice, beſides falſe doc 


rrine and blaſphemye which mult nee- 


des be oftenfue toall religious eares , 
is miſlyked of moſt enen at home and 
hath bene impugned by ſundery prin- 
red pamphelets which hath geuen oc- 
caſion of writing great bookes of con- 
troucrſie ::Yea by all liklyhoodeit had 
bene changed long betore this day had 
not the grauer ſorte made ſtaye of the 
matter , for feare to incurr the note of 


inconſtancie , yea in the laſt parlament 


holden in your Realme anno. 29,wher 
in this monthly exattion was more ag- 
granted vpon you. with peril of a grea 


ter forfayture , a booke was exhibited 
forthe reformation of the forme of co 


mon prayer now vſed,neyther was the 
matter determined otherwite then by 


__ contrarye commaundement of the (u- 


periors : 


| Letter, 4 
periors: although one wold thinke by |. —, 
reaſone 1t ſhould haue bene agreed a-| /,// 
mongſte them-ſclues , what ſeruyce \, 
they thould thinke beſte to vſe before 
you (hould haue bene compelled vn- 
der ſo greuous 4 payne to rcſ{orte vnto 
their churches, Lo now you ſee here | 
the caules of your refuſal. A moſt hap- 
pye refuſal vndoubredly yt you conti- * 
nue therin being grounded vppon {o 
good reaſons of conſcience, of duetye 
towards God, of charity towards your 
Catholike bretheren , of reſpect to re- 

a kin reucrece towards the Church 
of common honeſttc and playne dea- 

ling amongſt men , of care to auoyde 
the telowſhip of other mens ſinnes, be- 
ing alſo iuſt, as that euen thoſe that do 
moſte perſecute you , yf the caſe were 
their owne : muſt neiha plead for the 
{clues with the like alegations, and fy- 
_ nally being moued with miſlyke of the 
 ſeruice where-vnto you are now com- 
maunded to refort,;in which poynt your 
aduerſaryes cannot iuſtly reproue you, 
them-ſelues being not yetagreed whe- 
ther 1t be the ſeruice of God orno , 8 
Dy —_ "mmanye 
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: |118  manyeof them earneſtly mainteyning 
* If the contrarye. 
| [ | 
it The Second Parte what Recuſants ſhall boſe, 
ij TOW Letvs confidder what loſle 
i you ſhal ſuſtayne for this refuſall. 
(| You ſhal loſe, ſo manye of you as ſhal 
l not be able to diſcharge and aunſwcre 
| - this heauye ſummes , your whole {ub- 
) ſtance of moue-able goods , and {uche 
as haue landes, ſhal loſe moreouer two 
S || | partes of their renenewes, and thoſe 
"3 thatare of more abllitye to ſupporte 
* [108 _ this greenous burthen ſhal be greatlye 
F w1mpoueriſhed & forced toabridge the- 
* |1108  ſelnes of that which otherwiſe ſhould 
Wil _. beverye connenitt for their eſtate and 


_ calling. A verye hard caſe vndoubtdely, 

but yet not ſo harde but that by Gods 
18 graces maye becaſilye digeſted. And 
"ll Comfort firſte of all thoſe that haue greater ly- 
|| forthem yinges doeleſſe ſtand in ck of com- 
8 of more a- forte and with more quiete minds may 
& Gliry . fuſtayn the loſſe that (hal fall vpon the: 
| 18 bothe for that they maye holde them- 
F'  #{cluestheberter cotentedin reſpe&of 
il thank- 


c 


*thakfulnes towards God to loſe a litle 

for his ſake, hauing receined much : & 

farthermore becauſe the inconueniece 

which they ſhal ſuffer is but the abafing od 

of their out-warde countenance in the 

world,which Ihope there is no Catho- 

like but wil patietly and gladly indure 

1t1t wer for no other cauſe yet for chrif 

tian hunulitye and modeſtye. To ſuch * 

_ of you therfore as are of greater calling 

and haue more wher-with to mayntain 

your ſelues, I faye that I truſt there is 

none of you that ſo looketh towardes 

preferment but that you wil rather be 

content likewiſe to be aflited with the 

people of God, then by offending God 

to haue temporal pleaſure for a while , Ex0.2 

eſteeming the reproche which you ſhal Heb. 11 

ſuffer for Chriſt greater riches then the _ 

treaſure of the Egiptians that is to ſaye 

of the whole ——_— There is none of - 

you that ſo atendeth to purchaſe lands 

tor the encreaſing of your patrimonye 

butthat you haue greater care by good 

deedes to buy the kingdome of heaue. 

For it you parchaſe here on earth[you Cor. 7, 

are as 1t were ] not poſleſsing ; And yt 
you 
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6o A Confolatory 
you reioyce inthe worlde you are as yFf 
you reioyced not : And yt you vſe the 
world as thogh you vſeditnot. Becauſe 
the figure of this world paſlerh awaye. 
I truſt you account your ſelues here as 


x. Pet. 2. ftraungers and Pilgrims , and therfore 


CO ne EC 


you ſeeke to haue houſes to dwel in for 
2 while and not as though you ſhould 
remayne in them for cuer. You hal be 
hindred by this perſecution from pro- 
uiding for your children fo plentifully 
as. otherwiſe you would , but you ſhal 
leaue vnto them Gods bleſſing whiche 
15 more then al earthly riches. You ſhal 
not marrye your daughters ſo richlye 
nor with {o great port10s, but you ſhal 
matche them with Cotholikes who in 
this tyme of common necellitye ſhal 
more eſteeme of religion the of riches, 
and (hal more regard vertuous behaui- 
our then vayne brauerye. You ſhal per 
hapes not haue ſo great attendance of 
ſcruants, but you ſhal beattended with 


Angels wherſocuer you goe. And if you 


keepe not fo greate fanilyes yet you 
maye keepe ſuch as be deuout towards 
God and faithful towards your ſelues: 
aca: As 


Letter, 61 
As yndoubtedlye you ſhal make them 


much the better by this your example 
of ſuffering tor Gods cauſe. Alſo you 


nye1dle perſons and in a ſmaller num- 


ſhal keepe lefle hoſpitality among your 
neygnbours , bur you thal be the lefle 


_ enuyed by your aduerſarycs,and with- * 


al you ihal haue lefle occzfion to enter 
tayne vnthankful heretikes anb ſchif- 


matikes , who preying vpon your mo- _ 


nye, can the lefle expecte to be fedd at 
your tables. Yea perhaps you ſhal be 
able to beltow more largelye vpon the 
domeſtical of fayth or it your almes be 
lefle for lack of ability your good-wils 
ſhal be rather the more. For as you 


know the widdowes two mites 1s more 


then any riche mans treaſure and good 
folke wil conſidder, that you are affiic- 
ted Catholiks and thertore wil require 
the lefle at your handes. I truſt you wil 


always folow the rule of good Tobias, To 


to be merciful in ſuch forte as you ſhal 
be able, and if you haue much,to geue 
aboundantly: If you haue litle, to be- 

SN towe 


{hal haue the leſlc to aunſwere for ma- 


ber you th21l haue the fewer euyl. You 


| a. 
H 
b - 
* a» 
* iy 
£ 
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62  AConſlolatory 
Rowe yet a lytle willynglye : yea this 
whiche ſhal-be the greateſt almes that 
could be geuen.Foras that blefled mar 
tyr Sir Thomas more ſ{ayth, whe a man _ 
loſeth anye thing for Gods cauſe , al- 
though the deuils eſcheator ſeaſe vpon 
it,yetitis rendred to God. Andas for 
delicate and ſumptuous fare , gaye ap- 
parrel & other external worldly pompe 
I hope you are ſo farr fro being in loue 
with anye'of thoſe thinges that rather 
you wil thanke God for geuing you oc 
cafion to cut of ſuch ſuperfluous expen 
ces. But now for {uche of you as haue 
lytle & therfore not being able to ſa- 
tiſhe the penaltye ſhal loſe two partes 
_ of that which you haue, and for ſuche 
whoſe ſubſtance conſilteth wholye or 
for the moſt parte in moueable goods, 
and therfore are lyke to loſe all and {0 
to fal into great Wy; i 1s great 
cauſe why they ſhould be releeued by 
ſuch whom god hath bleſſed more larg 
lye with temporal benefits, and wher- 
fore they ſhould be comforted agaynſt 
the cxtremity of this imminent fy 
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orme 
of worldlye affliction. And yet perad- 
ph uenture 


Letter. 63 
venture it ſhal be eaſier for ſome of the 
_ todeſcend from their meane ſtate ynto 
the loweſt then for ſome other that 
haue borne a great port to come down 
burtro acertayn mediocrity of liuing, 
For where there be leſt poſſeſsios, ther. 
15 manye times leſlie loue of the world: 
Although in deede there be no greate 
_ Cifterece between leefing much or litle 
for Gods ſ{ake,ſo that a man beare like 
loue towards God. But to ſuch of you 
now whoſe loſſe may be more greuous 
or that maye fall in to greater wante I 
directe my ſpeach,deſiring you to con- 
fydder a while the condition of theſe 


earthlye ome and the burthen of po- Comfors 
uertye whiche maye light vpon you in for the 
the hardeſt caſe that may be foreſeene poore- 


by mansreaſone. So ſhall you ſee ney- 
ther the loſle to be ſo great nor the in- 
conuenience that maye follow therof 
ſo intollerable, as at the firſt fighte it 
might be eſteemed. 


AP Firſt touching wordly goods Conſiders ih 
I myghte tell you accordyng to tion of ris Ml 


ſome phyloſophers , yea by the indge- ches. 


- .mente of manye Chriſtyan Doctors , 
(5 that 


A ROOTS 08 


64. A Conſolatory 

that they are not worthye the name of 
oods, becauſe they make not their poſ 
Wlts any. thing the better, But rather 
they make them forthe moſt parte tarr 
the worſe : for ſo much as they are the 
occaſion of pryde whiche is the verye 
 worme and diſeaſe that foloweth ry- 
ches. They kindle couetouſnes & ther 
fore they be lyke to colde water being 
 drounke by a man that is in ſome hotr 
diſeaſe : the more that he drinketh the. 
more it increaſcth his thirſt. They are 
matter of intemperance and ouer deli- 
cate lining. They gene impunity to vi- 
ces and. conſequently are occaſion of 
manye ſinnes. I might ſaye thar they 
are common to good and to euil men, 
but more commonlye they ar beſtow- 
ed vpon the eutl then vppon the good. 
Benolde ſumers haue obteyned riches , fayth 


| Pl. 72. Danid in one Pſulme: And this is ſo-di(- 


poſed for ſundrye good reaſons. Firſt 


becauſe we ſhoulde vaderſtande theſe 
earthlye poſleſsions not to be the true 
goods nor the rewarde whiche we ex- 

ea to receyue,allo becauſe thoſe wic- 
fed men are manye tymes rewarded 


__ with 


Letter. 65 
with earthlye ryches for ſome morall 


good which they haue done being not 
worthye at all of better recompence. 


And for the moſt part this aboundance 
of wealth,is an occaſion wherfore they - 


become more vitious & ſo is permitted 
vnto them as matter of more greeuous 


damnation. I might ſaye vnto you thar, 


none of theſe externall thivges whiche 
a man poſlefieth are to be called hys 
owne,becauſe they are not within him 


ſelf, & therfore it is not in a mis power 


to keepe ornot to leeſe them. This mo 
ued certayne Phyloſophers as Bias and 
| Stilpo of Megara being ſpoylled of all 


that whiche they had , to boaſte that 


they caryed with them all their goods, 
meaning that they had not loſte theyr 
inward vertues. This bragg they made 
pom more confidently then truely, 

ut how much better may a Chriſtian 
ſaye that although he be depryned of 


_ hisearthlye goods, yet he hopeth that 


he ſhal not loſe his fayth, his truſt, and 
hisloue towards God,and conſequent 


lye he ſthal not loſe God himſelfe the - 


geuer of all goodnes and the onlye ry- 


E ches 7 


Y 


men <an hardlye repayre their bodies 


66 _ A Conſolatory W— 
ches that maye ſuffice and cauſe him to 
live content and happye. I might ſhew 
to you out of profane hiſtoryes that 
manye Philoſophers either for loue of 


| knowledge or deſire of vayne glorye as 


Anzchartis , Crates , Antiſthenes , and 
alinoſt all thoſc of like ſtudye and pro- 
teſsion, and manye worthye Captayns 


and honourable men in their common 


wealthes, as Ariſtides and Phocton a- 
mons the Athenians, and among the 
Romanes, Fabritius and M, Curius , 


haue eyther choſen to become poore , 
or hane refuſed to be made rich, when 


occaſion was offered. I might proue 
turtner by good reaſon, that this exter 
nal wealth,ts no otherways profitable; 
but when it ts wel beſtowed. And how 
can it be beſtowed with more aduan- 
rage ,then _ forſaken forgods louc 


_ and for the redemption of your owne 


foules. Otherwiſe what benefite hath 


rhe rich man by his great abofidance ? 
Or whatdoe his large poſleſsios auayle 
him ? Are they profitable in reſpe& of 


his health ? we ſce that moſte wealthy | 


by 


Leveers © * 67 
by contynuall applying of medicyne, 
where-as the poore man contynueth 

ſound without healpe of phyſike. Hath 
he more libertye to goe where he wil, 
or more freedome to do what him beſt 
pleaſeth ? vndoubtedlye no. For ſet- 
ting a {ide the couetous ma whoſe hart | 
is alwayes tyed and chayned ynto his | uf 
money , and take what riche man "dos | 
wil,he is more reſtrayned from beitow 
1ng his tyme at his pleaſure by the ma- 
nitolde inſtance of his teporal affayres 
then the poore cottier , by the nece(s1- 
tye of getting his dayly lining by day- 
lye labour. But dothe he entoye more 
pleaſures ? No ſurely. For although he 
haue perhapps greater ſtore of delights 
yet pleaſure cofilteth rather 1n rarenes 
then in continual yſe,& rather in mens 
_ deſires, then in the nature of thtnges 
_ themlſelnes. The rich man can ſcarcely 
_ findeany dayntyes that maye content 
his appetite, where as the poore hath 
hager for his ſauce to al kind of meats. 
 Asutts written in the +Prouerbs. T hat the peg. 7. 
foule which is already fully fariſfied wil tread 
the hony combe vndcr foote : but the hunory. 
i RS E 2 will 
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62 A Conſfolatory 


wil take enen bitter for ſwete.The rich man 
tofſeth vp and doune in his ſofte bedd 
after a ful tomake, where as the poore 
man, ſleepeth ſoundly vpon his ſimple 
couche , after meane dyet, by reaſone 
of his long dayes labour. " is ſieete, 
(ſayth wiſe Salomon)ro him that worketh 


TE Eccle.5, whether he eate lythe or muche © but the ful- 


nes of arich man doth not ſuffer him to ſleep. 
The rich hath moe fauning friends per 
aduenture, bur he hathe leſſe aſſurance 
of their hidelitye becauſe they maye be 
friendes in re{pe& of his riches, rather 
then for the loue of his perſone. He 1s 
ſerued of many, but withal he hath the 


Yf} Eccles, charge to ps for many.Wher ther is 


much wealth,ther be alſo many that eate to co 
Same the ſae,& than what doth it profitthe poſ” 


 feſr,but thatheſeeth his riches with his eyes. 


He hath the name of Lord & maiſter, 
butin dede he hath but the ſtewardſhip 

_ &diſpoſition of theſe earthly goods to 
th: benefit of others, wholiue athis coſt 
more quietly or merely then him-ſelfe: 

| hauing no more for his owne parte the 
wil feede one belly & cloth one backe, 

_ fare he neuer ſowel , or be heclothed 
- NEUCT 


Letter. 69 
hener ſo trimly. Burt perhapps the rich 
are lefſe ſubie& to inturies and oppreſ- 


ſions 7 Tt 1s altogether contrarye. For 


the poore man lyucth without moleſta 
tion of any if you conſider him as he 1s 


poore:andif he beany wayes troubled 


1t1isin reſpe& of ſome litle goods that 


he hath or procureth to haue. But the, 


rich man is more often a pray to thoſe 
thatare more mightye and riche, then 
the poore people are to him-ſelfe. He 
15 had in geloſie by his ſuperiors, he 1s 
im ond. by his equalls, heisenuyed 
_ and vndermined by his inferiors, he 1s 
betrayed many times for his money by 
his ſeruants, yea by his owne children. 
Therfore I might fe farther , that by 
 comon experiece the hauing of world- 
lye pelfe is matter of care, how 1t maye 
be kepte, how it may be imployed,and 
how it may be increaſed. Tt is occaſion 
of feare: for the rich man feareth thoſe 
that be richer then him-ſelfe, and ſuch 
as be poorer: he feareth theeues, he fea 
reh change of weathcr. He feareth ſtra- 
uu in time of war, he feareth his neigh 
urs when there is peace : he feareth 
E3 _ his 


"= 
Wo af Py LY v ibs f - - a 
ps F414 oi . nt 0s ks APIs, Ie 4h; & 
Us a, ke IE. © 4s þ Oe Ga TOPS oe ee =p IP 3-2: 
£ 9 oa 
. 
# oy 'F \& i, , of 
ks #Y HY 9) Sf. 


- 
T5 
- 


REES £ 
* 144-30" 
—_—_ =£ 


A Po, —— ar" - Ser Gp te ANY MT” Aer rs og hn gr, - 5 + by _— ” 


Irny 


k_ 


© Om—— SW 4 OB Bs, er in fe” 


P . 4 %” "je 4 © Sus X KR ES... 5 TL 30S, J oo UL CEL. He CR. tt.” * & PN i 4 "OO bt O4 > PD ad ». Ai mx LES ES ond o* = | 20 F% 7 8 4 "S437 ' #3. * «jd __y PIX . "RK 442 EY OLI ST IE ERS 
; S « F | , ' 77 $ n + WE vhs vo 3h &, $272 "I both AY  S@- 0 5m; + #2 I aj E405 FR WS "3.0 F 5156 Ship Te dl 2 $ oNev os y 4 HS TAGS *#Ha; - wk WS 6 Ce i A De Ws EY HAT: [+ k” ps ve”, ; NG. Daſh % ww, 4h: Ke 
* C 4 wg M5; 4.70 *" Y WP) 3 $ »F5 & *$$3..077-473% 5 "Op. > <a. 40; _—_— A "XA Eg? Foſs: 2.4 nee CITES. $3 wand whe AY oo WEE Bu * MOLDS: - X94 rt ie bs ROSES CO al Ko PP ORF. gs 50 " bes bs 4 Ws) We Re 
Dp : : A - 15 0 i "FIX MO PE oo ic wo _ b jy , £31 9 WS : S 1 A 
© 7 y 
{rye ee. 1 ? wad , ECD of Seen AP ARA, ee a , p A————_—— « on _ , , wag ny = . . ; : <P Ay pang nova NY cog | 
EB ops: GC EW. Aer HO Arn Rt or Ts OP X | OY tor PEAS ORB Wt dt 1g wt6%/” 22s N . G _ p—_—_—- = ings: 304 7 l : "RITA ER | _ | _ | _ —— | n— 
. . v4 oh + en ener wer egy gy non eo URIC ASP nf" > 610, fas. AB ao " N wor gc, "5104 = pe oh od Coen? > - , ” Fin 
NI MS. ot no ES»; 28 + 4 m_ n ”s o ny Cr ROT 4 A >, 1 FIacm- + We a1. 8 SO a —_— mos go dr amet « CAS Snd we Ko 0s = . | py 
n a" ONT Oey m Kay Fit r= \ Bape "e 
, bo +45 4 Hy - nogennes —»- ified wa ___ 2 y I n 
" ” _ 64,4 ; Ao OE" _ , 0 Wipe WW" * 2x] Pays je 6 tb __ FIX 
es OI Iw,, ml + rg ' ” _— OE DT I I One money 
4 4, 0 rr AA CS 8 tr OE * x ieboanre/e +3 7 « - + s b 
_— 


his owne handes. Furthermore 1t bree- 
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7 © AConſolatory 
his owne familye, he ſcarcely dare truſt 


deth ſures and contentions : it prouo- 
keth enemyties,it procareth a thouſad 
perils, ſo that we ſee moto hane pery- 
ſthed for their riches, then to haue died 
for famine. Andift we _ gene credite 
to the holye Scriptures, ti1s baſe and 
earthly baggage, 1s often t1mes a great 
impediment to mens ſaluation. Ther- 
fore {aych out Sautour ; T hat arich man 
ſhall hardly enter into the kingdome of heauts 
Yea that it is more eaſye for a Camell to paſſe 
through the ſtreifte eye of a needle. The rea- 
ſons herof be many, firſt the multitude 
of cares, which theſe worldlye goodes 
commonly bring with them, in reſpe& 
whereof they are called thornes- that 
{uffocate and choke vp the ſeede of god 
his word.eSecondly the delycate man- 
ner of lyfe which the moſt part of weal 
thye folke leade,and therfore ſaith our 


|| Luc, 6, Santour : Wo to you thar be rich, becauſe you 


hane your conſolation. Alſo becauſe it is 
harde to haue manye poſleſsions , and 


Lac, 14, nottoloue them beyond meaſure. And 


you know wel that whoſoeuer ſomuch = 
loueth 


LEEtee, 7. - 71 


toueth theſe earthly goods that he be 
not ready to renounce and forſake the 
all tor the lone of God-when the cauſe 
ſo requireth, cannot be rhe diſciple of 
Chriſt, neither can he hauc partin god 
his kingdome. Hereof 1t came that he 
which had bought a farme,& he which 
had bought fitze yoke of oxen refuſed 
to come to che ſupper, wher-vnto they 
wereinuited. Moreouer itis very harde 
to have much,and not to couet more. 
wherby worldly me defiring to berich Wt 
doe fall as$.Paule ſaith into tempratio, I, 1111.69 
and into the ſnare of the deuil, and ma- - 
nye defyres ynprofitable and hurteful 
' which drown men into diſtruion and 
 perdition: The proufe herofis very eui- 
dent by the manyfolde intricate caſes 
wher-with enen they that thinke them 
{clues to hane vpright-conſciences be 
ofte intangled and doc offend by prc- 
tence of Tytles,by ordinary buying ſel- 
ling and bargayning, and other tempo 
ral dealings and ata yres.For theſe and 
many other confiderations I ſay to you 

as vnto Chriſtians , and vnto men that 


hauc care of their ſoles health. That 
E 4 what- 
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T3. A Conſolatory 
what-ſoecuer 1t is poſsible for- you to 
haue in this worlde, were it neuer {0 
properly called by the name of goods, 
'were it neuer {o rightlye termed your 
owne, were it neuer {o profitable, ſo 
pleaſant and ſo apt to good vies yea al- 
though you ment to imploye 1t to the 
beſt vſe that might be deuiſed, cannot 
yet be ſo much worth asthat you ſhold 
. fortheretayning of the ſame diſpleaſe 
God byone mortal ſinne and muche 
lefle ſeperate your ſelfe fro the Church 
© | by heynous and damnableſchiſme and 
IE Mat. 16. participation with hereſye. For What 
£ || il ſhould it profit = to gaine the whole worlde 
Mil: and ſuit ayne the damage of your ſoules. And 
$ | | ſpecially fince al that you poſleſſe hath 
Ak come vnto you freely by God his gifte 
: | and then thinke with your ſelues what 
a greuous poynt of ingratitudeatſhold 
be to forſake the geuer for any parte of 
that which he hath genen. This conſid- 
deration moned bleſſed Iob to beare 
paciently the lofle of al his wealth and 
. "notto offend God, ſo much as with a- 
Tob. x. Nye impacient or fooliſh woorde, NNa- 
== ked1came out of my motheres wombe((aith 


he) 
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|  nance,and fo to reſte contented accep- 


Sa Wc. 77 
he) andnaked I ſhallretourne thyther , our 

| Lorde hath geuen , our Lorde hath taken 4- 
 waye - as it hathe pleaſed our Lorae, ſo it is 

Aone the name of our Lorde be bleſſed. Tt is 
greatly to benoted that although the 
Sabeans had taken away his oxen aud. 
afles, although the Chaldies had ſpoy- 
led him of his Cammels , although the . 
deuii had coſumed his ſhepe with fre, 
and had rayſed a winde to ouerthrowe _ 
his houſe,and to oppreſle his children, _ 
yet he ſaith ourLord hath taken away, 
knowing wel that none of theſe things 
coulde haue hapned without God his 
permyſs1on and ſpecial prouydence : 
which may teache youin all loſſes that 
may fal out, to confidder God his ord1- 


ting his holy wil and diſpoſition. Con- 
formably to thoſe wordes of Iob S. _ 
Paule ſaythe. we brought nothing into thys 1.11.6 
worlde : doubtleſſe neither can we take awaye 
anye thing. Conſidder I praye you how 
bare, how needy and deſtitute of all 
helpe , you were firſte borne, and how 
you ditferd nothing from the pooreſt 
. childe thats brought to light, ſetting 

#40Þ- ES aſide 


ll | 4 Confolatory 


a ſide the care and prouiſion of others 
that were nere about you. And the ſhal 
you wel perceyue that whatſoeuer you 
now enioye,or haue enioyed hath bene 
beſtowed ypon you thorough God his 


Infinite bountye and liberalytye, and 
whata poynte of clowniſhe 1nctuylitye 


would you thinke it werefor a beggers 
brat, being taken by ſome great Prince 


into his courte , who ſhould cauſe him 


' xo be dayntilye nouriſhed and richlye 
appareled , intending after-wardes to 
make him heyre of his kyngdome , to 
ſert at naught the great fauour of thar 
Prince, & wilfully to forſake his courte 
yt he would not 1n al things make him 
{o large allowance as he had done be- 
fore. Andeuen lyke vncourteſy, naye 
anhnite tymes more ſhould it be for a- 
nye man after fo great number of be- 
nefites receiued at God his hands , be- 
fides the expeQation of heauen in time 
£o come, to {ett naught by his grace,to 


neglect his fauour, to commit hye trea 


fon againſt him for the ſauing of a litle 


worldlye traſhe whiche he alone hath 


- geuen, and when it pleaſeth hym can 
at 1 wy take 


EL 
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takeitaway againe. This pointT beſech 
you to waye aduiſedlye, and with-al'to 
con{ider the ſecond parte of S, Paules 
_ Jentence that molt certaynlye you ſhal 


carye nothyng wyth you out of thys 


world. Thinke what vnſpeakable grefe 
it ſhal-be for one that hath diſpleaſed 


God for the ſauyng of hys worldlye. 


goodes. when at the time of his death 


he muſt depart andleaue his fayre hou- 
{es, his goodlye manors and lordfhips 


ard al that he helde moſt deere in this 
lyte : neyther that nor al the ſubſtance 
of the worlde it he had it to geue can 


procure him one houres reſpite for pe-. 


nance , and much leſle can obtayne his 
ſaluation. He ſhall not gene the price of re- 
 aemption of his owne foule. $Uth Danid of 
the rich man truſting in his riches: whe 
he dyeth he ſhall not take with him all that he 
bath, neyther ſhall his glorye goe downe with 
bm. But perhapps he truſteth to leaue 
hys pofleſsyons to his chyldren, the 
Pſalmeſcemeth to athrme the cotrary: 
T hey ſhall leaue their ryches to ſeraungers, 
which 1s to be vnderſtood asS. Augul- 
tine {aith ypo that place, that altho : gh 
Wt TNEL1P 
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9 A Conſolatory 


their children ſucceed them in the poſ 
ſeſsion of their patrymonyes yet can 
| they nothing relieue the miſeryes of 
i their friends being damned to hel fire, 
and whar profit then doe they reape to 
them-ſelues.T heir ſepulchers are their hou 
ſes for ener,they haue prepared to them-ſelues | 
coſt lye monumentes as if they ſhould dwell in | 
the perpetually not prouiding for rhe manſions 
wherm they ſhould kue mn _—_ euerlaftingly. 
But what becommeth of the poore ſou 
les who reape no benefite of their ſo- 

lemne funerals, &ſtately tombes;, but 

rather haue thetr paynes agrauated, it 

 foloweth within a while that the wic- 
ked rich man ſhal enter cuen 1nto the 
generation of his fathers, that 1s to = 

of vngodly men that here to fore hat 
b- bene lyke to him-ſelfe and he ſhal not 
£ ſee light for euer, becauſe when he was 
herehe delighted in darknes, andre- 
tozced in falſe goodes , not louing the 
true goodes he ſhal therfore goe hence 
to hel; after the darkenes of his drea- 
mes wherin he imagined to himſelfe a 

deceitful kinde of felicity he ſhalbe ge- 


uen ouer to the darkenes of cternall 
tOr- 


Letter, 99 

tormentes, Looke into thoſe houſes, 1 meane 

thoſe Sepulchers, and conſidder the lengthe , Plal, 7 «| 

breadeth , and height of thoſe manſions , and 

Compare the ſame, with thoſe ſe favors YOOTeS 

 wherin they dwelled here-tofore. Looke wpors 

therr decayed nature, their rotten bones and 

pas 1a members. See whether you can di- 

ſeerne the maiſter from the ſeruant, the riche 

man fro the begger , the Prince from his poo= 

reſt ſabie£t. Fe what ts become of ther 

Lallant traynes of ſeruttors,their gorgeous ap= 

parell,their goodly {pus and ono i Dol 

See whether they haue now anye fe of thele 

thinges. A Il is earth, all is duſt,all is wormes 

_ ell is putrefattion, And what ſhalbe the 

ſtate of ſuch fooles at the day of Indge- 

ment ? The Prophet telleth ys in a no- 

ther pſalme thatithe louers of thys 

worlde whome he calleth the men of 

riches : Haue ſlepte their ſleepe, and waking 

#hey haue foud nothing in their hands. whiks 

zhey were here un this lyfe they thought the 

felugs to be happye, they ſlept in their deſires , 

they were delighted in vayne pompes , but at 

the daye of reſurreftion,they haue found their 

handes empty for lacks of good woorkes being y 

i inawes al that wherm they gloried before. Pa 
10-2 
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_ - AConlolatory 

| Tel me what comforte had the riche 
man burning in the flames of hel, who 
' Btfore negleRed to gene his crommes 
to poore Lazarus, by remembrance of. 
his former wealth, his dainty foode, & 
ſumptuous clothing. Or what reaped 
thar other curmogion of all his aboun 
dance. To whom thinking to enlarge 
his barnes, and to make mery with his 
ſtore for 4 long time together : It was 


ſayde,T hou foole this night 1 they ſhal require 


| Luc. I2. thy ſoule of thee. And theſe t {rw iche 


thou haſt proutded,Whaſe rot they be? Note 
wel thoſe wordes. Whoſe ſhall they be ? A 
- man heapeth vp treaſures Hg the 


| Pla. 38, Plalme , aud knoweth not for Whom he [EE 


thereth them. Whether for an vnthank= 
 ful,or a prodigal childe. Whether they 
ſhal be caiced by his adueriaries tho- 
Tough coloure cf lawe ,or ſhal to the 
Prince by attaynder , or : ſhall come to. 
the marchants hands by way of v{ury. 
O deare Catholtkes,lifte vp your cycs, 
and looke ypon this general day of wa- 
king from the ſleepe of death , ſee with 
what conſtancie you thal ſt ande in that. 
dreadtul Gay, if you be now conkant , 
| 2 agynl 
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Letter.” 7H 
againſt thoſe which haue opreſſed you 
and haue taken awaye from you the 
fruites of your labours. Behold againe 
how your perſecutors ſhalbe troubled 
with horrible feare , and ſhal wonder 
at your ſodayne and ynexpetted falua- 
tion : how they,ſhal ſaye within them- 
{elnes with much anguiſh of ſpirit and 
groning: what hath our pride profited 
vs ? or what the boaſting of our riches 
auayled vs ? al thoſe thinges hane paſ- 
ſed awaye like a ſhadowe witha greate 
deale more, whiche is expreſſed 1n the 
booke of wiſdome. And as you would 
notinthatdaye chaiige with them , yt 
you might entoye a thouſand worides:; 
So now thinke your ſelnes more havypy 
what-ſocuer you ſhal leeſe for Chriite 
his fake, then yf for a temporal como- 
dity you ſhould be ioyned to that com 
pany of the damned to ſuffer extreame 
cofuſion and torments that neuer ſal 
haue end, Conlider beſides al this the 
vncertayntye of riches cuen in this lite 
to what daungers and chaunces they 
are ſubie&, and how they ebb & flowe 
from one toa rother. T herfore if riches 
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EA Conſolatory 


flow aboidantly, ſett not your harts pon the, 
Pal. 61. 5n ſuche wiſe that you flow with-al and 


rine fro Godin this time of perſecu- 
tion. Truſte not ſo much in the incer- 
tayntye of worldly goodes fo that you 
loſe for them the hope of your heauen 
lye heritage. Be not deceitful in your 


waytes to deceyue your ſelues with to 


Conſidera 


tion of. 


much accompt of vanity, but eſteeme 
al temporal x Zig as they are, accor- 
ding ynto the conditions which I haue 
labde downe before you. 

OW It riches be no more to be 
eſteemed then as it may apeare by 


8 porerthe « theſe reaſons here recited, letvs waye 


likewiſe the burden and incouenitence 
of pouertye whether by any meanes it 


- may be endured with quiet and indiffe 


rent mind. A light burthe vndoubredly 
ſuppoſing ſufficiencie as we ſhal proue 
herafter,with the preſece of gods grace 
yea in this caſe when it is ella rned for 
Gods ſake a {weete and delightful bur. 
then. And firſt in thoſe riches which ar 


common to al men by nature. As the 


influece of the heauens, the commodi- 
tye of the bryght and warmeſunne the 
good- 


goodlye moone, thecleere ſterres, the 

ure and freſheayre : And many other 
EAI of Gods creatures, there is no 
doubt but that pouertye cnioyeth her 
parte more freely,more often and with 
more delight, then doth the rich man, 
who for the moſt parte leadeth his lyfe 
in acloſe houſe and when he goeth a- 
broad he attedeth nor to take pleaſure 
inſuch thinges hauing his minde occu- 
pied about his manitolde temporal bu 
ſines. And for the vie of al neceſaryes 
we haue partlyc heretofore compared 
therich and poore together , and now 
we maye ſaye agayne that the poore 
haue their ſubſtance with lefle coite & 
care & their reſt with lefſe liſturbancey 
They are alſo ſcrued more ſurely & du- 
lye by their owne indeuour then thoſe 
wealthy folke for whom the prouiſion 
of Sea and Lande wil not ſuſftice who 
cannot cotriue how they may lay their 
heades at conuenient eaſeand for who 
all the ſeruice of men in ligerye coates 
15tolitle. O happy pouerty that is not 
forced ro make friendes in court,to re- 
tayn counſailers tor the barr, to wayte 
TORS vpon 
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$2 A Conſolatory 
ypon atturneyes , to folow ſiſe and ſef- 
S10ns, to make her part ſtrong by ban- 
ding of men againſt her aduerlaryes, 
She1s not vexed with exaGtions ſhe is et 
ther more ſafe in common calamityes 
to abide without daunger,or more rea 
dye to flyeand eſcape:the aduentureth 
not her ſelfe by {ea for lucres ſake and 
 therforeisnotin perill of pirates : ſhe 
 maye bctter goe without weapon by 
| lande, for as the common prouerbe ts 
ſhe may {inge beforea theefe. And to 


the exerciſc of vertue ſhe 1s no 1mpedl» 


mer but rather many times a great fure 
therance. She is companion with hu= 
militye ſhe is mother of modeſtyc and 
temperance maintayner of {obryetye 
ſchoole-miſtres and teacher of patiece 
narſe of denotion & conteplation. On- 
ty 1ngeuting of corporal almes, ſhe ſce- 
meth to be inferyor and yet ſhe 1s not 
excluded from geuning a cupp of colde 
_ water wiich may be meritorious of life 
eucrlaſting ſhe maye feede a prophet 


with alitle oyle and flower ſhe may en- 


tcrtayne Chriſt in a poore fiſhers houſe 


the may waſhe the weried feete of gods 
pil- 


Ker 1 Bm 


pilgrims.She may healpe and ſerne the 


ſicke ſhe may viſite and comfort priſo- 


ners if ſhee cannot otherwiſe relceue 


them. She may further the cauſe of re 
ligion,it not by money, yet by induſtry 
of minde and bodilye trauaizle, Aquila 
and Priſcilla were poore folkes i 


leth them his helpers in Chriſt Teſus to 


' whom not only he geucth thankes but 


allo al the churches of the Gentiles: & 
morouer they had a domeſtical church 
of their owne. But one obie101s here 


needful to be anſwered, wherfore Salo- 


mon ſhould earneſtly deſire God not 
to gene him beggerye leſte perhaps he 
ſhould be compelled to ſcale, and to 
forſweare the name of his God. The 


anſwere1s eaſelye genen that Salomon py 


ſpake according tothe ſtate of the olde 
Teſtament, and in the perſon of the tm 
perte&t who maye fall into ſuch incon- 
neniences when they become poore a- 
gainſt their wils by worldly miſchice. 
But ſuch peril is in no wile to be feared 
whena man leaueth or loſeth his good 
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ued by the labour of their handes by: 
making of tentes and yet S. Paule cal- 
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Wl | 84 A Conſolatory 
if des and willinglye be commeth poore_ 
if for the lone of God. Otherwiſe if po- 
| | Mat. 19, uerty werean impediment to ſaluation 
our Sautour would not hauc propoſed 
It as 2 poynt of perteCtion to a certayn 
rich yoig man that aſked him coiſaile 
what he ſhould doe ouer and beſides 
the keping of Gods commandements. 
Yea which is more he would not haue 


conlecrated the ſame in his owne per- 
- | _ ſon as it was fore-tolde of him 1n one 
# f 7 | Plal. 39. of the Plames. 1 am a be ger and a poore 
© mar,faith Danidin the figure of chriſt. 
l This 1s a finguler prerogatiue of pouer 
| tye and a principal mortiue to al Chriſ- 
”' * . ranstoſuſtayne gladly anyewantfor | 
[ his ſake who was made poore whereas | 
he was riche that by his pouertye we 
might be rich. What ſabie& would diC 
| .- . dayn to folowe the faſhion of his ſoue- 
| 2, Cor.S raygne?what ſoldier wold thinke ſcorn 
| to be attyred like his Captayne ? what 
{choller would be aſhamed to reſemble 
- _ his maiſterin his profeſsion? Now our 
oo Lorde and King our Captayne our M., 
Telus Chriſte dyd chooſe to be borne 


pooreto be ſwadledin ſimple Res 
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and to be layd in a maiiger, His blefled 
mother was poore and fo was holy Io- "= 
ſepth the guardian of his infancie. His Mat. 3s I ; 
birth was firſt reuciled to poore ſheep- | 
herds. His fore runner S. Iohn baptiſt i 
was poore being clothed with a camcls Mat. 5. 
{kinn and fed with locuſt and wy!d ho- 
nye.He began his preaching with com, LUC. 9. 
mendation of pounerty : he led a poore 
life hauing not where to reſt his head, Mat. 19. 
He choſe for his Apoſtles poore men , ſi 
or yt they had anye thing before , they 
lefteal whe they folowed him. He gave 
it for a principal token that he was the 
true Mefſ1as that he preached the glad 
tidings of the Goſpel to the poore. He | 
dyed poore hauing no houſe norroofe Mat.1T, | 
to couer him, notlying vpon a ſofte S 
bedd but hanging vpon his hard croile 
hauinga crown of thorne in ſtead of a 
moms for his head : being ſpoyled of 
is clothes to the bare {kinn whiles the 
wicked ſoldiers that crucihed him de- 
uided his garments among them and 
caſt lotts for his coate: being withal ſo 
deſtitute of friendes yea 1n his burning 


thirſt he could get nothing to drinke 
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| Jac.2, like-wiſeS. Iamesſayth, T 


86 _ A Conſolatory 

bur ſower vineger: But what ſpeakeT 
of his pouertye ? He ſhead his prerious 
blood for your redemption ; And can 


!! | x, Cor.2 you thinke much for hisloue to depart 


from alitle worldly pelte and vile trum 
pery ?S,Paule deſcribing generally the 
calling of Chryſtians ſaythe, T hat God 
h2th not choſen many wyſe according to the 
6 ett mary mighty, not mou noble: And 
a\ at God hath 
choſen the poore tn this worlde, rich tm fayth, 
and heyres of the kingdome Which God hath 
promiſed to them that loue him. And one 
would thinke that the heauenly wiſdoe 
preferring the poore tn this ſorte were 
better to be truſted then the tudgment 
of worldly folke who comonly eſteme 
[| oft a man according to his money. 
3 ND Thus hauzng pondered the ſe 
F Rewarde 4 Auerial conditions of riches and po- 
for Recu- uertye , it remayneth to be conſidered 
| ſantes, what further aduantage you may haue, 
'H if tor conſcience ſake you ſhal be driue 
to exchanzethe one tor theother : to '_ 
| the ende that ſceing before your eyes 
aſlurance of moſt vndoubred gayne , 
you maye boldlye aduenture v _ a 
op 4s 
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bargain ſo beneficial, wherin almighty 
God him-ſclte becom meth your deb- 
tor. For he thats faythtul and true, 
hath promiſed with his owne moi: the, 
T bat who focuer forgo:th onye thing for þis 
loue ſhall reccyne 4 hundreth fold , and ſhall 
poſecſſe lyfe enerlaſting. You ſhal receyue 
an hundred fold as an carneſt pennye 
in this lyfe, and lytee envcrlaiung thal be. 
your reward in time to come. This ha- | 
dred fold as ' maye diuers wayes be -1 54n- 
vnderſtode , ſo principally, I thinke yt ared folde Ya 
may | be taken to coniiſte 11 three thin- 6 
Bes, in {ufiiciencyc, of neceflaryes for buy . 
the preſent tyme, in quietnes and con- Suffcitey. F 
tentment of minde, and in manye 0- ba 
ther ſpiritual guiſes and graces, Firſt - 
concerning ſuthciency of cporal thin- 
ges. It conſiſteth in Gods prouidence, 
in his almightye power and fatherlye 
goodnes we hane many promiſes ther- 
of, and manye examples, bothe 1n the 
old and newe Teſtament, as where itis W-7 
ſayde , T hat the eyes of our Lorde are VP0H Plal. 3 32. "Ke 
thethat feare him and wpon thoſe that truft a 
in his mercy to delmer their ſoutes from adcath 
and to nouriſne then im f. ma ' that there 
£22 F 4 " 


Mat, 196 | 


88 A Conlolatory 
| 7s no pouerty or want ro thoſe that feare him 
'Pfal. 33+ T hat therich haue lacked, and haue ben hun 
by reaſon of their couetous and inſatiable 
Pal, 36, JH AI but racy ' that ſeeke our Lord ſhall not 
Fayle 10 haue ailgood, T hat the wt ſhallnot 
be confounded, a the enill and hard time, 5 
3m tne dayes of famine they ſhalbe fatiſſied. 
Like-wiſc in the Prouerbs it is ſaid that 
Pro. cap. God will ;:ct affiitte with famine the orgs f 
" 0. thewſt. And as for examples we mig 
bringe greate {tore for proofe of t 
POVNt wherby 1t may appeare that _ 
only God doth not ſuffer his ſcruants 
to be deſlitute of things belonging to 
the ſ{altentation of their teporal lite , 
bur furthermore when it pleaſeth him 
I | he rewardeth them aboundantly euen 
' Gen.ca, in this worlde. Abraham forſooke hys 
EP countrye and kinſe-folke and wente at 
God his comandement into a ſtraiige 
lande where he had no foote of poſſe(- 
fon,and God bleſſed him with world- 
lye ſubſtance during his lyfe, and three 
2. hiidred yeares & more after his death, 
: he g4ue that wholcland.to be oflefled 
Gen.ca. by his poſteritye. lacob paſſed Tordein 
2a. with hs ſtaffe heeing from his "Tom "Þ 
£ 08 - - | 
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Letter, 89 
Eſauinto Meſopotamia, but he retur- Gen. Cas 
ned agayne with two troupes hauing 41. 
wyues and children, and great aboun- 
dance of cattell . Ioſeph was folde into 
Egipt as a bondf{]aue & there for righ- 
teouſnes ſake was thruſt downe into a_ 
dungeon , bur after a while 1t pleaſed 
God to deliver him and to make him . 
ruler of the whole countrye. Moyſes Exo.ca-3 ! 
forſoke the wealth of Egipt and kepte 
ſheepe in the deſert:and it pleaſed god 
ther to apeare vntohim &to make him 
gouernour ouer his people. Holy Iob _\ 
was abaſed euen to itt vpon the dung- Iob. ca. 
hil ful of ſores, but in the ende God be 42. iy. 5 
ſtowed vpon him double welth to that q 
which he had before. Elias was poore Reg. Li, .| 
and fied from the perſecution of Teſa- 3.ca-17 
| bel but he was ſufficiently fed, once by 19: ;; 
the rauens that daylye broughte him 
meate , and another tyme by bread 
which God miraculouſly prouided for 
him. Elizeus was poore, but he was ſu- Re.Li. 4 
ed vnto by great Princes : yea he was Cap. 4. 
able to feede others by bread miracu- A 
lonſlye multiplyed. Bleſſed Toby was Tob.c.Is 
ſpoyled of al his ſubſtance by the wic- | 
68, 1 2G ked 
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00 A Conſolatory 
ked King Senu-Acherib for. his cha- 


_ Titye towardes the dead : bur after for- 


tye fyue dayes he was reſtored to hys 
houſe and to al his poſſeſs1ons agayne, 
Dante! for his reltg1on towards God , 


was caſtinto the Lions den, but he was 


fedd by a Prophet being wondertfullye 
brought our of the lande of Iurye for 
that purpoſe. And {o as Mathias ſayde 
to his ſonnes, conſider through-out e- 
uery generation, and you ſhal ſee, that 
al which truſtin him are not weakned 
nor ouerthrowne. Burt what doeT re- 
hearſe the example of godlye men, our 
Sauiour ſendeth vs, enen vnto the fouls 
les of the ayre to ſee how they are fed , 
& to the lillies of the fielde to beholde 
how they are clothed to thende that 
we ſhould not doubte of God his pro- 
uidence, for meate drinke clothing & 


other thinges neceſſary for the mayn- 


tenance of this lyfe. And vndoubtedly 
this is a conſideration of great impor- 
tance. For if God of his goodnes exted 
to feed the pore wormes of the earth : 
As 1t1s written in the Pſaline , T hat he 


ENG 14d inct bir bend ord fillch carry being rs. | 
 gurewith bleſsing,if he beſtow foode euen ups | 


Letter. oo 
per: the youg Rauens , being not ſuccoured by Pal, 146 
their dames that brought them forth. If ney 
ther the feather of anye foule, nor the 

leate of any tree, be deſtitute of his pro 

utdence , yf the verye Infidels be viſl- |, | 
ted daylye with God hys benefyttes Iob. ca. 
whiche they receyue of the Sunne, the 39. 
Ayre, andthe Earth yeelding her fru1- - 

tes in due time, how muche rather wil 

he prouide for his ſeruantes that ſuffer 

atſ1&tion for the glorye of his name. 

How much rather will he prone for you O 
ye of verye ſmale faith ſayth our Sautour, 

1s not the lyfe more then the meate : and the Mat.Ge 
bodye more then the rayment? Therforc hg | 
that hath geuen the greater benehtes , 
w1l not fayle to prouide for the leſle. 
Your father knoweth that you neede al 
theſe thinges,and who wil miſtruſt the 
prouyſion of ſo mightye, ſo wyſe, {0 
goodand ſo louing a father. Secke ther- 
fore firſt the kingdome of God and the inſtice 
of him : Take care how you maye ſaue 
your owne ſoules, & pleaſe God : Ard 
all theſe rhinges ſhalbe geuen you beſides, ſo 
that you, ſhal not nick to feare anyc Ins 
COucnience by loſle of temporal os 
--: ob ob 


$ 
MH 


p4 . 
o : = 
74 q ; : 
ST . : b 
s / 


o2 A Conſolatory "= 

i  forgod his cauſe. For declaratis ofthis 
' Luc. 10, prouidence: Our Saniour when he ſent 
his Apoſtles firſt to preache , he forbad - 
them to carye Purſe, or ſcrip or ſhpes and 
[= _ alitle before his Paſsion he aſked them 
{ Luc. 22. When I ſent you Without purſe aud ſcrip and 
1 ſhoes , did you lacks anye thing ? But they 
ſayde nothing. And after Chriſte his 

aſcenſion when they went 1nto farther 

T1 countryes and therfore ſtode in more 
As neede, and had lefſe prouiſion for ne- 
8 ceſlaries, heare what $. Paule ſaythe of 
| S. Pa. 4d him-ſelfe and other his fellowes. 11 all 
Cor.4p-4 thinges we ſuffer tribulation , and are not in 
Epi ſecud aiſtreſſe , we want, but are not deſtitute : Wwe 
ſaſfer perſecut:673,6ut are not forſaken: We are 
Caſt downe , but ive periſhe not, And with- 
Cap. 6. jn two chapters of the ſame epiſtle af- 
____  teragreat number of thinges recyted 
-  _ thatmightſ{emecontrary at the firſt ap 
parance , he maketh vpp the ſentence 

with theſe wordes , As needye , but inri- 


ching manye , as hauing nothing , and poſſeſ- 


— ſorgall thinges. Meaning that they had 
___ the whole worldand all God his crea» 
tures at comandement. And leaſt you 
ſhould thinke this priuiledge proper 

op * to 


4/7 "LET. 99 
to the Apoſtles and to none other, be- 
holde the poore Hebrues , the verye At. 4. 
firſt lowers of Gods Church,who ſold 
al that they, had & gaue the price to be 
diſtrzbuted in godly vſes : and you ſhal 
percetue that they recetued their hun- 
dreth folde by Gods prouiſion , when 
the Gentils of ſunderye nations were 


careful to contribute to their reliefe,8& 
S. Paule him-ſelfe was colletor and Rom. 16 


. ; 0 
D 
i. - 
$> 
SY x 
k | 


bearer of the almes beſtowed vpon the. Hy 
And among holye Martyrs as we reade Se! 
of manye that haue bene fed by the fer BY 
uice of Angels,{o we find very few that = 
eyther in priſon or out of priſon haue 8 

periſhed for lacke of ſuſtenance. And oc 


in the number of Hermites that wil- 
Iinglye became poore for Chriſte hys 
ſake, wereade of S. Paule fed by a Ra- 
uen, and'S, Gyles nouriſhed by the 
milke of an Hindes And among thou- 
ſands that be extremelye poore in di- 
uers religious familes, doe we not {ce 
. that the moſt of them Jyue and finde. 
_ «No great defe of neceſ{aries? And can 
anye man doubt of ſufficiencie,haning 
 ſomanye examples of Gods goodnes 
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0 AConlolatory 
inthis behalte 2 Or 1s not this ſuffict> 


encie as muche as al the wealthe of the 
world can afforde,and therfore an hun 
dreth foide in copartſon of that which 
anye one man polſlefleth. Eſpecialye if 


z.Tun.6 a contented minde be ioyned therwith 


2 
Content- 


al. According to that faying of $.Paule. 
Piety with ſufficiency is a great gayne. 
Therfore {aythe he , Haurng foode , and 
where-with to be coucred , with theſe We are 
Content. | | 

HIS Quietnes & contentment of 

mynde proceedeth eſpeciallye of 


|. mente of Gods grace whiche tempereth the ap- 
mae. 


petite of man; being before inſatiable 
and crying {tl after , bring, bring, al- 
though he hane neuer {o muche alrea- 
dye.And as the deſire of hauing more, 
i154 great tormente to couetous riche 
men, enwrapping them with many ca- 
res, and ſetting them about much vn- 
happye buſines : ſo this limiting of a 
mans deſire, to be contente with that 


which God ſendeth, be it more or litle 


is a {inguler benefite, more worth then 


| anye golde, yea ſuch a one as no world 


lye treaſure can procure. For tell me 
pray 


Letter. 1.8 
pray youis 1t not much better to cure a 
man of his feuer,which cauſeth him ſtil 
to deſire drinke and neuer to be ſatiſfi- 
ed, then to gene him drinke at his de- 
{ſyre and not to quench but rather to 
kindle this thirſt, Here-of it commeth 
to be true which is {ayde in one of the 
Plalmes. A litle is better to the inſte man , Pal: 36. 
then the abonndante riches of ſinners. And 
that whiche S. Hierome ſaythe. The Ep:. ad. 
beleeuing man hath a world of riches : Panini 
to the couetous ma nothingis enough. 

And the verye heathen Philoſophers , 
acknowledged that for a man to be c6- 
tente with his owne was the greateſt & 

the molt certayne riches : And.it was 4 
comon Geri_g among them. The mind 

of a man 15 riche, and not his cofer::OFf 

this contented minde, we haue an ex- 
ample of S. Paule, who ſayth ſpeaking 

of himſelfe.I know both ro be brought low, Phil. 4» 
1 know alſo to abound: ( euerye Wher and in 
all thinges 1 am inftruSted )both to be full, &5- 
zo be hungerye, both to abounde and toſuffer 
perurye. And if anye man ſhould faye: I 
am nots. Paule, Iam not an Apoſtle: 
let himatleaſte , not be found inferior 
to 
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96 __ AConlolatory 
_ toSocrates aheythen man , who not- 


withſtanding that he was pore,paſsing 
one tyme thorough the market place, 
and ſcing great ſtore of divers warcs , 
ſayd with him-ſelfe. How many things 
be here, that I doe not deſire. And can 
not the grace of God worke as muche 
in the harte of a faythtul man falling in 
to pouertye for his lone by meanes of 


perſecution ? I thinke there ts none of 


you that haue bene conuerted to God 
from the way of {inne, and loue of this 
wretched worlde , eſpeciallye hauing 
loſt anye thing for Gods cauſe, that he 
hath nor withal telr by experience the 
proofe of this poynte , aud therfore I 
ſhal not neede to-{tande longer in con- 
firming the ſame. 

ND As for ſpiritual giftes and gra 


ual [Aces whiche God beitoweth vpon 


thoſe that willinglye forgoe their tem- 
poral goods for by loue ; S. Peter was 
a poore fiſher and for his boate whiche 
he lefte at Chriſts commandement he 
receiued the gouerment of Chriſte his 
Ch ich in place of his nett. The worde 
of God was-committed ynto him "_ 

_ IO0T 


Letter. 97 


for his trade of taking fiſhes to their di ac, 4; 
ſtruction, he was made a fither of mens 
ſoules to ſfaluatio. He had neither gold Cap: 5. 
nor ſtluer but with hys worde in the 
name of Chriſt he could cure the lame, Cap:g, 
with his onlye ſhadow he could heale 
the ſicke, and by his prayers he could B= 
rayle the dead againe to life. $. Paule Phil, 3, *| 
eſteemed the things that were gaynes | 
to him before to be detriments tor the. 
exceeding loue of Chriſt : And he was AR, g, 
. madea veſlel of clecion to cary Gods 
name before the Gentils, to teache & 
couert the greateſt parte of the world. h 
_ Hewas rapte into the thirde heauen,, 2.Co.14 
& {awe the ioyes of Paradiſc. His name bs 
was terrible to wicked ſpirites,his very A&, 19. | 
napkins and handkerchifs had efficacy þ 
to cure all kind of malladies. The reſte 
of Chriſts Apoſtles for that litle which 
they froſooke at his bidding, receyued 
authoritye to preach the Goſpel , ver- Pſal, 4 4. 
tue to cure diſeaſes , and power to caſt -; i 
out deuils. They were made Princes Mat, 19, Wh 
ouer the whole earth , and appoynted 
1udges of the worlde in time to come. 
S. Anthony, S. Hilarion and others be 

._-— came 
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A Conſolatory | 

came willinglye poore, where-by they 
might more treelye ſerue God : and 
they became as 1t were Angels herein 
earth, they were made encn in this life 
fellowes with heavenly ſpirits, onque= 
rors 0f denils, phifitionsforinfirmities, 
fatners of many ſpiritual children, tea- 
chers of manye Relygious famulyes, 

and Lordes oucr all Gods creatures, 
Who could ine more poorelye then S, 


Francis or S. Pominike choſe to lyne 


for Chriſtes ſake and yet theyr lyues 


were miraculous their memory at this 
daye continucth honourable and the 
fruites of thcir docrine and examples 


have bene found thorovgh ont al chriſ 


_ bewtited and made amyable in 


tendome almoſte innumerable. And 


though ſuch excellent prerogatines ar 


not beſtowed ypon cucry one yetthere 


be certain giftes which God beſtowerh 
vpon al that truly {erue him and much 
more ypon thoſe that ſuffer anye thing 
for the profe({sion of his true catholike 
fayth. Imeanc his grace wherby they 
are made 11 a ſ{orte pertakers of the de 
uine nature , wherby their ſoules are 
Gods 
fight 


es. Letter, 99 
fight, wherby they are inabled to per- 
forme the oftices of all vertues, and 
wher-with they are armed againſt al al 
faulres and temptations. The lighte of 
ynderſtanding wherby they perceyue 
Gods goodnes and withal they knowe 
the vanitye and vncertainty of al thin- 

es that bein this worlde, The com- 

ortes of the holye Gholt which nener 
fayle to them that willingly weane the 
{clues from worldly ſolaces.The quiet- - 
nes ofa pure conſcience, which as the 1 
wiſe-man ſayth 1s lyke 2 continual feaſte. Prg, 15, | 
The increaſe of Gods loue which ma- | 
keth al afiictions Iight and eaſye. The 
hope and confidence of Gods merciful 
fauour and protection whiche cauſeth 

| rhemeuento reioyce in their greateſt 
| tribulations. The libertye of ſpyrite 

| wherby they finde them ſelnes free fro 

the baſe ſeruttude of earthlye defires. 
The gift of patience, wherby they en- 
dure quietly and gladly whatſoeuer at- 
fictionis layde vpon them for Chriſte 

his name. The marueylous comforte , 
which all good folke receyue at theyr 
departing out of this yale of miſerye. 

\ Cx Theſe 
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100 A Conſolatory 

Theſe and many other be the rewards 
wher-with al temporal domage 1s re- 
compenſed not, only a hundreth, but 


_enenan hundreth thouſande folde yt 
_ one might v{e any compariſon as ſuer- 


lye there is non to be made in this caſe. 
OW It Gods payments be ſo plen 
. Vtitul in this Iyte what thinke youis 
containedin thes words Yita eterna,lite 
_euerlaſting. Amons al the teporal bene 
fits thatgod hath beſtowed vpo vs, ther 
15 20ne moredearly eſtemed, non more 
carefully defended then is our lyfe : al- 
thoughtt be ſhort & vnſure to continue 
ſubie& to many changes annoyed with 
ſundry wantes & diſtreſlſes, inwrapped 
on euerye ſide with infinite miſeryes , 
and rather to bc called a death then a 
lyfe. If then we make ſuch accompt of 
this lyfe wherin we are daylye dying , 
the {tate wherof, is ſo vncertayne, ſo 
mutable, ſo ful of neceſsities, labours, 
paynes, woes, and al kinde of wret- 
chednes : How greatly ſhould we de- 
ſyre to enioye a perpetual lyfe , a lyfe 
voyd of al peril, free from al mutation, 
wherin 1s no defece, no trauayle, wy 

| Ry 
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Letter, 


with all kinde of good, and in cuerye 
reſpecta molt happye and bleſled lyte. 


There is ſcar{lye any man that defireth 


not to lyue although he be ſure by ly- 
uing longer to ſuffer manye afflictions 


both of minde and bodye: and for the. 
purchaſing of alitle falſe felicitye,con-. .. 


ſiſting in tranſitorye goods, honours , 


and ſoueraygntye, although it ſhal in- 


dure buta verye {male while, we ſce 


that men ſpare for no expence, they 


ſhunn no trauayle, and finallye they 
refuſe not to doe or ſuffer anye thing , 
wherby they maye attayne vnto theyr 
deſired ende. Now when true felicitye 
and ſecure eternitye {hal be ſo happily 
10yned together, that neyther there 
ſhal beanye feeling of preſent wante 
nor anye doubt of detect to fall herat- 
ter ,1s not this alyfe to be procured 


and to be purchaſed with any bodylye 


payne, or temporal lofſe whatſocuer 


maye be imagined greateſt, Dearly be- 
loned Catholikes it 1s not poſsible to 


conceyue with thought , muche lefle - 


to expreſle with wordes the dignytye 


TOI 
 forow : Aquiet lyfe, a lyfe abounding 
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1702 A Conloiatory 
_ -of thys rewarde which is reſerued for 
-;you, yt you perſeuer faythfull to the 
ende. Eye hath not ſeene , nor eare hath not 
hearde , neyther hathe it aſcended into the 
1.Cor.2. barte of an , what thinges god hath prepa= 
red for then that loue hym. Therfore it 
maye rather be comended with ſilence 
then {1 ufticientlye ſett forthe by anye 
ſpeach. Yet neuertheleſſe ſomewhat T 
meane to {aye touching this moſt hap- 
bY pye inheritance 'whenI ſhal haue pa(- 
ſed oner thevttermoſt poynte of perſe- 
cution which 1s the ſheading of blood. 
In the meane time to comforte you a- 
| _ _ gainſt the loſſe of your worldly goods, 
I maye i bolde to ſaye hauing al- 
mightye God for my warrant that for 
the loſle of worldlye offices which you 
might beare in the common wealth ,. 
and nowe doe forbeare them for con- 
__ ſcience ſake, you ſhal beall crowned 
Mat. 5. Kinges in that heauenlye, bleſſed, and 
euerlaſting kingdome. For your lands 
_  whiche maye be taken from you, you 
Plal.141 ſhal eniove euery one of you the lande 
of the liuing without diſturbance ,en- 
uye, or contradiction. For {upplye "= 
4. tne 


o 


1 | 


94. TEROET \- 2@J 
thewants which y a maye fall into by. 
the ſpoile of yourmoueable goods you Iſate, 49. 
ſhal be ſure” neyther to ſufer hunger 
nor thirſt nor other neceſsitye. In lieu 2P047+ 
of 'your howſes of timber and ftone , 
which happylye you ſhal forgoe jand £2 
molt ſure you are not long to continue 
10 them, beſides that ey may alſo {all 
to rune by ſome miſchance : you chal ZCor. 5. 
have manſyon places in heauen. not 
built with hand which cannot decaye, 
and you ſhal dwel in them for euecr. 
For ch diſgrace wherin you Iyue be- 
ing in a manner debarred from the 
court & from the fi ght of your Prince Ifa.33, 
"you ſhal (ce the King of Kinges in his 
| _ maateſtybeing preſct before his throne 
| and ſeruing him daye and night in his 
| Temple. You ſhal ſee God, you ſhal Ap0.7. 
loue God, you ſhal prayſe God for e- 
uer. You thal haue Pallacesfor pritons, 
you ſhal hane gratulations of Angels, 
for the reproche which you ſuffer a- Ioan.12, | 
mong men. In ſtead ofearthly honour p 
& ſeruice, you ſhal hane honour from Luc. 12, | 
Godthe father ,yea you hal have chriit | 
him-ſelfe to ſerue and minyſter ynto 
| EE” 2 you 
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, ofthis firſt churches to be moſt iult & reaſonable: 
parte, Theloflewhich you ſhal (1 _ for {0 
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7 04 A Conlblitory 


you the greateſt prefermente that by 
anye harte could be deſired, 

ND Thus ſeeing your refuſal and 
abſtayning from the proteſtantes 


ood a cauſe to indiftcrent mindes tol- 
lerable : The recompence whiche you 
ſhal receaue with-our all proportion 


lf Tac.s . [bothhere and in the lyfe to come }in- 


comparablc : I exhorte you all (deare 
country-men and beloued brethren in 
Chriſte) to follow the example of huſ- 
band men who committ their {cede to 
the ground nothing miſtruſting to re- 
_ceyue in time the precious fruite of the 
earth albeit their {cede be for atyme 
buried and trodden vnder foote , and 
| fſowſed with ſhowers and bittten with 
many a cruel winter ſtorme : It 15 now 
winter with you, the ſeede which you 
muſt caſte into the ground are theſe 
worldlye goodes which you ſhal either 
Iceſe or geue for Gods|ſake. Feare not 
the pinching colde of this hard ſeaſon 
nor the harpe ſtormes of perſecution. 
For ſhorrlye the (i pring tyme of 24 
UT- 


o 


ſurreRion ſhal come, and then your 
plentiful fruites thal appezre , and you 
ithalhauvea glad ſommerot heauenlye 
t0ye,and a perpetual harveſt of perfect 
bicſſednes. Immytare here-in thoſe 
nerchaates who are contente to have 
their money tranſported by waye of 


Mas 6 lf 
exchange into ſuche places where they . 


 maye receyue it more commoatoully, 


Your countryeis heaven, be contented 


thar your goodes be tranſported the- 


ther, although by the handes of ſuche 


as thinke to {poyle you. God him-ſcite 
 witbeyour affurance for receipt of the 
whole. And wher-as men are glad to 
gene fome-what for the exchange, you 
ſhal hane manyfolde gayne both in re- 
ſhal have muche for a little , golde for 
fluer, thinges ſpiritual and everlaſting 
for bodylye and corruptible thinges. 
Art the leaſt-wiſe prouide for your ſate- 
tye as paſſengers doe on the ſea in out- 
ragtous tempeſt, they caſt awaye theyr 

oods and ar contented ſo that them- 
FF ues maye come ſafe tolande. The vi- 
 olence of this preſent ſtorme may per- 
| G4 ; - ape 


ſpectc of quantitye and quallitye. You 
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haps beſuche by Gods ſufferance as 
wo 4 = {hal hardly keepe your wealth 
| andiaue your ſoules withal, be content 
ro bedeprined of the one, wherby YOu 
maye preſerue the other , arrining ſafe 
at tne heauenlye porte, where al your 
friendes and kinſe-folke expedcte you : 
T mean the nine orders of Angels with 
| _ al, Apoltles, Martyrs, Virgins, Confeſ- 
; \vra. ; 41 ſors, & other glorious Sayntes,among 
1 whom you ſhal haue no lack, and with 
”' whom youllalliue and reioyce cuer- 
1M laſtinglye.Set before your cyes theno- 
1 table conſtancie and firme reſolution 
of thoſe three worthy yong Hebrues, 
who being captiues 1n a ſtrange lande, 
deſtitute of frindes, and depriucd of al 
humane ayde and comforte , would 
| chooſe rather to be caſte a Iyne i into a 
E burning fornace, then to worlhipp the 
ſtatue of Nabuckodonoſ or, or to doe 
anye honour to his Gods. Deare C2- 
tholikes your caſe is ſome-what like, 
albeit the extremitye be not every way 
ſo great, they being in peril of death , 
and you onlye at this preſent in dan- 


ger to leeſe your goods & liuelyhoods. 
The - 


\ + Len 107 
The fornace of pouertye is threatned 
to al thoſe that ſhal refuſe to honour 
Calains bread,and Cranmers comru- 
nion booke by the aſsiftance of their 
bodylye preſence, But feare not the te 
ryble flames of extreeme neceſsitye. 
Gene noeare to the yayne {opnacand 


pernicious Muſtke of worlaly & carnal . 


mens perſwaſions who gene you coun- 
ſel to reſcrue your ſelues fora bette 

daycand in the meane tyme to dallye 
and diflemble with the world and not 


to lett your enemies take the ſpoyle of 


your goodes where-by they maye try- 
umphe ouer you. But aflure your ſel- 
ues, howſoeuer the conditions of times 
ſhal change this 1s your tyme of tryal 
wherin you mult eyther ſave your {ou- 
les and wynn gloryous crownes for 
your faythful confeſsyon or elſe you 
ſhal damne your ſelves by cowardlye 
 yealding to doe aginſt your cofcience. 
And to ſaye the verye trueth, the deutl 
is your onlye enemye : theſe men that 
afticteyou temporallye are more your 
friends, then they are aware of : They 
are but fyles to polyſhe and make you 

| bright, 
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bright, they are but hammers to bring 
vou to 200d faſhion, they are but rod- 
2s of correction to keepe you 1n due 


aweaud obedience to your heauenlye 


Father. The only triumphe and yictory 


' whiche the ftende your mortal aduer- 
| farve ſeeketh is, to make you caſte a- 
wayeyour foules by grcuous ſinne and 


damnable deuiſyon from God hys 
Churche : and contrary-wiſe,your con 
ſtant perſeacrance thalbe to his coatfu- 
ſion and to your great honour and re- 
nowme, Re not moued with the mul- 


titade of thoſe whiche fale thorough 


f1ynte harte and lacke of patience, bur 
looke to the comendable example of 
theiſe three young men whom I nowe 
ſpeake of, and make aunſwere as they 
did that your God whom you worihip 
can deliver you from this burning fur- 
nace, and from the handes of al thoſe 
that perſecute and opprefle yon. And 


tf he wil not, yet make 1t knowen vnto 


al men that: you wil ncyther by worde 
deede nor anye kinde of outwarde fem 
blance , alowe or acknowledge an . 
other religion then that which, by the 

Fung 


Letter. "you 
 conſentof al Chriſtendome hath bene 
and 1s accounted Catholike. Dreade 
not the flames of penurye in this lyte , 
knowing that 1f you be caſte into thys 
furnace, Chriſt him-ſelfe wil come and 
1oyne in companye with you , cauſing 
this feruent flame of worldlyc wante , 
to become lyke a freſhe ayre or com- - 
fortable dew, by ſpiritual comfort tho- 
rough his grace. The fire ſhal not hurte. 
or greeue you, 1t ſhal ovly burne your 
bondes and ſett you at lybertye from 
ſundrye noyſome cares ofthis worlde. 
Your perſecutors are thoſe who cuen 
now are ſcorched with this flame be- 
ing al-waycs needye , and deſirous to 
haue more, poſſefſethey nenerſo much. 
And the daye wil once come(Iwonld 
for their partes it might be otherwite) 
whe you ſhal eate,& they ſhalbe hunge- 
rye : you ſhall drincke and they ſha!-be 
thirſtye, you ſhal-be glad,and they ſhal 
be confounded : you ſhal prayſe God 
thorough exultation of hart: and they 
ſhal crye for inwarde forowe , and {hal Eſaie,6 E 
howle thorough contrition of ſpirite, 14 
I meane al this 1n the nextlite: mn ata 
WIHCT , 


% 
F 
Lt 
b 
w 


EEG 
rag Ie >" a# #&; "I « 
; : > {eng ,; — > | 4 9a "#6 My « © h Q - a 
: : "© ” his — mired ds 
OSA RY 4 Se + "ee PRO * tk * - Ra "_y on -Y wt _ 
. =? #7 4 , 
of It «© 4 "on m W_ _ ww. * \ < \ "* _ | | 
hy : # - WW 4 . 4 | ; ! . F4 | —_ % ' - 1 4 oy - J * - % 
» \0&+-»Y a 4 | \ © ©Y JI. \v Y - e Al ( - we 
% } —_— k A ./ % k of _—_ 
} + \ ; | ; 4 A £ % 4 «i * - 
. Fi —_— , 8 Y - 
_ n 4 con . A. - —_ o = 
7 __ 3 : 


p X _ F 2 q . a y _ _" Oey C Was. . ia. abi *% -. —Y' £5 CIOTTH.,” 2 PR "IP . "7p 
_ E Wo” FEED YE kb ©. F> | Bk Þ I a). Ba $4 L 26 NR * jo + $4 IG 6 £ . & N F +. : 
Mie ek: af gt on E249 AER we oy "5 : AF * 44 Zo *; R . '* 
a "a £7 F 2 4 TO » For "hy =, E- s L 4 4 == 
05 5 =: © INTIES le 2 . « , 
v F -» 4 ;- I 
* OG RF R v 
* + RL J e 
. a * 5 : . "> hs 
F, 
> # 
F : | þ 
\ 


40s I deſire you to continew ſtead. 
faſte and firme in the way of our Lord, 
and that you may the better perſeuer, 
I exhorte you to comend yonr ſ{elues 
to God by your owne prayers and by 
the deuotion of others which you may 
purchaſe by your almes, now whiles 
you are able, relecuing thoſe that be 
al-readye in neceſsitye, And eſpecially 
you maye appeaſe God his wrathe by - 
aning the bleſled Sacryhce daylye of- 
fered in your houſes, for your owne 
fates and for our whole conntrye, al- 
ſo your chieteſt armour againſt all a{- 
ſaultes ſhal-be the holye . Sacramentes 
for the admyniſtring where-of, and 
for your ſpiritual comforte otherwile, 
| *yt{hal-be neceſlary for you to retaine 
 . 17% and to make 'muche of thoſe godlye 
=  _ Prieftes with you, who be cmongeſt 
_ you indaylye perrilof theyr lyues for 
” -_, your ſoules health, Whiche 1s the ſe- 
-—____ *-condthing where-vnto I meane to ex- 
|. : horteyou: Inthe meane tymeT defire- 
F-*  youto take this in good worthe:yn- = 
F._- © tilGod fhal make meable toperforme * | 
Be. "An | 
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FA And with-all I humblye and earneftly 
| beſecche the God of all grace , who 
hathe called vs ynto his cternal glorye 
in Chriſte Icſus, to pcrfjryou, hau! ing 
ſuffered a lyttle, to contyrme, 2nd {.- 
bliſhe yon. To him be all honour and 


ploxyotor ever and ever, Amen. 


Your Hononrs and Wo ſhipps |.» 
bumble ſeruant in ChrySte. BY. 
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